
 

 

  
  
  

TThhee  FFaammiillyy  CChhaaiinn  
 

II f Love could have saved you – 

YY ou would not have died. 

II  f tears could bring you back 

YY  ou’d be by our side. 
 

II  t broke our heart to lose you, 

BB  ut you did not go alone; 

FF  or part of us went with you 

TT  he day God called you home. 
 

GG  od takes us one by one 

AA  nd breaks the family chain. 

BB  ut somewhere in a better land 

OO  ur chain will link again. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

In Loving Memory of 

KKaatthhlleeeenn  DDaallee  SSmmiitthh  DDiillllaabbaauugghh  
TThhookkhhaallaa  WWiinn    ““KKiitt  FFooxx  WWoommaann””  

             October 16, 1968                                                    November 30, 2015 

       Vermillion, South Dakota                                          Swiftbird, South Dakota 
  

FFUUNNEERRAALL  SSEERRVVIICCEE::    11:00 a.m., Saturday, December 5, 2015  

Tiospaye Topa School Gym ~ LaPlant, South Dakota 
  

OOFFFFIICCIIAATTIINNGG::    Les Ducheneaux  
 

CCAASSKKEETTBBEEAARREERRSS::      Tate’ Ducheneaux, Zach Ducheneaux, Tonweya Ducheneaux,  

Guthrie Ducheneaux, Wayne Leo Ducheneaux II, Bud Ducheneaux, 

 James Smith, Mahto Smith, Andrew Soerries, Jaxson Soerries 
 

HHOONNOORRAARRYY  CCAASSKKEETTBBEEAARREERRSS::      Catlin and David Woods and family, MacKenzie Lawrence 

and family, Charles Smith and family, James Smith, Kira Prazak and Mark Mahler, Franklin and 

Ernie Ducheneaux and family, Karen and Elmer Nitzschke, Greg Ducheneaux and family, Les and 

Debbie Ducheneaux and family, Candace Ducheneaux and family, Regina Ducheneaux and family, 

Marlene Ducheneaux and family, Cathey Ducheneaux and family, Sebastian Lebeau and family,  

Tasina and Chris Ducheneaux and family, Dylan Nihiser, Lisa Farlee Family, Christine and David 

Rubin, Richard and Stephanie Brown and family, Luke and Linda Black Elk and family, Josh 

Dillabaugh and family, JD Long and Laura Kempf and family, Jennifer Bloom and family, Susie 

Dillabaugh and family, Tate Ducheneaux and Keith Overland,  Tonweya and Hannah Ducheneaux, 

Karen Ellen Ducheneaux and family, Kyanne Dillabaugh and family, Joseph Yracheta, the 

Wakinyan Cangleska Sundance family,  Zach Ducheneaux and Jenn Zeller and family, Kelsey 

Ducheneaux and Kourt Starr, Colette and Buck Reule and family, Calico Ducheneaux, Lorelei and 

Marty Anderson and family, Guthrie Ducheneaux and Julissa Filmore, Wayne and Megan 

Ducheneaux and baby Veda, Bud and Kirsten Ducheneaux and boys, Jaymie and Shaun Packineau, 

Korey and Jace Vrooman and family, Kellie Jean and Austin Stambach and family, Betty Strom and 

family,  Lisa Ducheneaux and family, Antone Lebeau, Anthony Lebeau, Georgia Gunville and 

family, Grady and Robyn Claymore and family, Charlie Anne Frost and family, Amy Thomas and 

family,  Ross Lawrence and family, Kristie Goehring and family, The Bertha Smola McClam family, 

Mary Anne Brungart, Jason and Karissa Hall and family, James and Kristie Genzler and family, 

Amber and Ricky Rodgers and Colton, Kayla and Luke Dickerson, Kari and Rodney Alewine and 

family, Vicki Dimuro Shank and family, Tiffany Norcross, Alejandra Spinetti, Notre Dame 

Graduating Class of 1986, The Immaculate Conception School Class of 1982, Jan Pereira and 

family, Bob and Lois Smith and family, Dave Laheney, Joe Resnick, Dorothy Modugno and family,  

Dr. Heidi McKean and numerous nurses and staff at Avera McKennan Hospital, Jamie Hillmer and 

the amazing nurses and staff at the Outpatient Treatment in Avera St. Mary’s, Dr. Hobday and 

oncology staff at The Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN,  Jewel Bruner and the CRST Support Services 

Staff, Judge Brenda Claymore, Beth Ducheneaux, the staff at the CRST Criminal Court,   

a special thanks to Festus Fischer and Rikki Fast Horse and the staff at IHS, Gettysburg School 

Staff & Students, and anyone who touched Kathleen’s life in any way, she loved everyone dearly. 
 

MMUUSSIICC::    “Don’t You Worry, Love”   “Ave Maria”   “Sissy’s Song” 
 

DDRRUUMM  GGRROOUUPP::    Running Bear Singing 
 

IINNTTEERRMMEENNTT::    Ducheneaux Family Cemetery ~ Forest City, South Dakota Eagle Butte, South Dakota 

www.familyfuneralhome.net 
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IInn  LLoovviinngg  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  
  

  

 

 

      Kathleen Dale Smith Dillabaugh, 47, passed away peacefully at home in Forest City, SD, Monday, 

November 30, 2015, surrounded by her family.   She courageously battled Bile Duct cancer for 2 ½ years. 

During that time she showed the utmost strength and poise and was/still is a woman of admiration.  

     Kathleen was born on October 16th, 1968 in Vermillion, SD. She was the second child to John G. Smith 

and Rochelle Ducheneaux.  She moved to Stuyvesant Town in Manhattan, New York with her brother 

Charles and father in 1970. She attended Immaculate Conception School for grade school. Her father 

remarried in 1983 to Laurel Prazak and Kathleen gained a sister Kira Prazak. On September 21st, 1984 

Kathleen welcomed her baby brother James Wagner Smith.  She went on to Notre Dame Academy for high 

school where she graduated in 1986. During her summers as a child she would fly back to South Dakota to 

spend them with her mother and her mother’s side of the family.  In 1987, she attended a year of college at 

CCNY.  After that year Kathleen left NYC and moved down to Albuquerque, NM where her mother was 

attending Law School at the UNM. She lived there with her mom, and two younger sisters, Catlin and 

MacKenzie.  There she met Robert Aguilar and got pregnant with her first child in the summer of 1988.  

Kathleen moved back to South Dakota on the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation where she gave birth to her 

eldest daughter, Ashton Christine, on April 11th, 1989. In the summer of 1991 she started dating Burt 

Arthur Dillabaugh and together they moved to Aberdeen, SD. There Kathleen attended Northern State 

University, majoring in History.  Kathleen was an avid animal lover and she took a position with the 

Aberdeen Area Humane Society, where she eventually became the manager. She was passionate about her 

work with animals and was always fostering at home when the shelter was full.   

     On November 6th, 1998 Kathleen married the love of her life Burt Dillabaugh.  They moved to Kansas 

City, MO where Kathleen gave birth to her second daughter, McKenna Rose, on April 18th, 1999.  In 2004, 

Kathleen and Burt welcomed their third child and only son, Brendan John on January 15th. During this 

time Kathleen was a stay at home mom who loved being able to spend every day with her children.  The 

family moved to Oak Grove, MO in 2005.  December 21st, 2007 Kathleen became a grandma to her first 

grandson, Andrew James.  In the summer of 2010 the family had a devastating house fire.  They decided to 

move back to South Dakota at that time. Kathleen was so happy to be back by the Missouri River and loved 

spending time with her kids and grandkids having river days, swimming and playing.   In 2011 she became a 

grandma to her second grandson, Jaxson Arthur, on March 23rd.   

     Kathleen’s greatest accomplishments in her life were her children and grandchildren.  She loved being a 

mother and grandmother. She was an excellent party planner and went out of her way to make sure every 

child, not just hers, had a memorable time, whether it was an extravagant 4th of July barbeque or her 

famous annual Halloween costume parties.  Family was always important to her and she made sure 

everyone around her knew that.  Her smile could light up a room and her fun loving personality was 

contagious.  

     Kathleen is survived by her husband, Burt Dillabaugh; daughters: Ashton Telkamp (Tyrel), and 

McKenna Rose; son, Brendan John; grandsons: Andrew and Jaxson Soerries; father, John G. Smith; 

brothers: Charles Smith and James Smith; sisters:  Kira Prazak (Mark Mahler), Catlin Woods (David), and 

MacKenzie Lawrence (Shawn Moran); special aunts: Karen and Debbie; special uncle, Les; and special 

cousin, Tasina. 

     She is preceded in death by her mother; maternal grandparents: Ellen “Babe” Claymore and Frank D. 

Ducheneaux; paternal grandparents: Loretta Wagner Smith, Frank Brendan Smith, and Bertha Smola 

McClam; aunt, Joan; uncles: Claire, John, Bud and Wayne; special cousin, Lisa Farlee; cousins: Allison 

Peterson, Austin Anderson, Shawn Paul Smith, and Matthew Ducheneaux; and herlspecialldog,lLucilBelle. 
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