
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory Of 

Beatrice Joyce Charging Eagle 
“Nape Waste Win”   (Good Hand Woman) 

 

               February 14, 1946                                                 March 12, 2023 

        Red Scaffold, South Dakota                                 Rapid City, South Dakota 
 

WAKE SERVICE:  7:00 p.m., Friday, March 24, 2023 

Blue Gym ~ Cherry Creek, South Dakota 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE:  10:00 a.m., Saturday, March 25, 2023 

Blue Gym ~ Cherry Creek, South Dakota 
 

OFFICIATING:  Deacon Harold Condon,  

Cherry Creek Mennonites, and Richard Charging Eagle 
 

CASKET BEARERS:  Jordan Knife, Phil Knife, Jody Charging Eagle, 

 Jamie Charging Eagle, Jason Charging Eagle, Steve Charging Eagle III, 

 Chris Condon, Julian Red Buffalo, Justin LaPlante, and Lonnie Brewer 
 

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS:  Arlene Demery & Tiospaye, Marlene Runs After & 

Tiospaye, Celestine Crow & Tiospaye, Eddie Crow, Ray Washburn & Tiospaye, Little Shield 

Tiospaye, Eagle Chasing Tiospaye, Dupris Tiospaye, Afraid of Hawk Tiospaye, Jenny Lawrence 

& Tiospaye, Virginia White Feather & Tiospaye, Audrey Traversie & Tiospaye, Yellow Hawk 

Tiospaye, Eagle Staff Tiospaye, Marshall Tiospaye, In The Woods Tiospaye, Black Moon 

Tiospaye, Bear Stops Tiospaye, Little Star Tiospaye, Lone Eagle Tiospaye, Meeter Tiospaye, 

Knight Tiospaye, Russell Benoist & Tiospaye, Phelps Tiospaye, Hale Tiospaye, Belt Tiospaye, 

Circle Bear Tiospaye, Sitting Crow Tiospaye, Tin Cup Tiospaye, High Elk Tiospaye, Circle Eagle 

Tiospaye, Ed Widow & Tiospaye, Kevin Keckler & Tiospaye, Colleen Talks & Tiospaye, Rez 

Runners, Wally Little Moon, Josie Bald Eagle, Steve & Darlene Vance, Myrus Randall, Justin 

Romero, Cleo Hale, Phyllis Bald Eagle & Tiopsaye, Nannette Blue Arm, Elderly Support 

Services, IHS Ambulance & ER Staff, CRST Housing Authority Staff, Elderly Nutrition Staff, 

Clark Iron Hawk & Tiospaye, Alta LeClaire, Eldora Black Eagle, Ina, Reva, Carla, Carrie Blue 

Coat & Tiospaye, State Bank of Eagle Butte, Barry Oakie, Jessi Ashely, Uses Many Tiospaye, 

Little Crow Tiospaye Red Fox Tiospaye, Dino Holy Eagle, Mary Ann Patrick, Russell Leaf, 

Wendy & Larry Mendoza, Stella Dupris, Ronnie Eagle Chasing, John & Carmen Kessler, Dawn 

Dupris, Kenric Dupris, Bryan Charging Cloud, Zigmund Hollow Horn, Mabel Romero, Connie 

Blue Legs, Clyde & Rose Little Shield, Lillian Uses Many, Debbie Day, Delight Halfred, Kim 

White Wolf, Veronica Holy, Bonita Clark, Shirley Dog Eagle, Arbana Thompson, Shilo Charging 

Cloud, Billy & Ophelia Dupris, Rosie Roach, Frieda Condon, Sylvester & Dena Waloke, Yvonne 

Dupris, Mona Thompson, Delilah Phelps, Alta Hertel & Family, Carline Sands, Everette Condon, 

Mennonite Church Group, Susie Laplant, Alexina Evans, Miss Mary Buck Elk Thunder, Dane 

LeBeau, Elaine Brehmer, Tracy Garreau, Floyd Annis, Iris Eagle Chasing, Collins Family, Wilma 

Waters, Mike Walters, Luann Seaboy, Marcus & Eunice Hollow Horn & Family, Donita & Baby 

Teg Miner Jr., Arlys Briggs & Family, CRST CHR Program, CRST Police Dept.  

Sorry if we missed your name, Beatrice had many friends throughout her life. 
 

MUSIC:  Honor Song: Dean Dupris, All Musicians and Singers Welcome 
 

INTERMENT:  Felix Creek Ranch Family Cemetery ~ Red Scaffold, SD 

 

Ph. (605) 964-3614 
Gettysburg, South Dakota 

www.familyfuneralhome.net 

To Those I Love And 
Those Who Love Me 

 

When I am gone, release me, let me go, 
I have many things to see and do 

You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears. 
Be happy that we had so many years. 

 

I gave to you my love. You can only guess 
How much you gave me in happiness 

I thank you for the love you each have shown 
But now it’s time I traveled on alone. 

 

So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must; 
Then let your grief be comforted by trust. 

It’s only for a time that we must part, 
So bless the memories that lie within your heart. 

 

I won’t be far away, for life goes on. 
So if you need me call and I will come 

Though you can’t see me or touch me I’ll be near. 
And if you listen with your heart you will hear 

All of my love around you soft and clear. 
 

And then, when you come this way alone…. 
I’ll greet you with a smile and say 

“WELCOME HOME” 
 
 



 
 

 
               

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     Beatrice Joyce Charging Eagle was born February 14, 1946, to Steve Charging Eagle and Ruth Little Star. She was 
delivered by her grandmother Ruth (Yellow Hawk) Thunder Hoop and Elsie Uses Many at the log cabin of her grandparents, 
John Little Star and Mary Bullman (Good Horse Woman) near Red Scaffold.  When she was an infant, her mother passed away.  
Her father took her to be raised by her grandmother Ruth and aunts: Drucillia Widow, Rose Thunder Hoop, and Eunice Little 
Thunder.  Bea attended school in Red Scaffold and grew up riding her horse Brownie with her cousin Prairie Rose Iron Hawk. 
As she got older her Little Star grandparents bought her a car.  She was so happy with this gift, she would be seen driving with 
her cousins, Norma Black Moon, Leah Black Moon, Marie Bear Stops, and Mary Jane Bear Stops. Bea attended high school at 
the Old Agency and then transferred to Cheyenne Eagle Butte High School.  She received her GED and took college classes at 
Eagle Butte Lakota College, Augustana College, Black Hills State University, and Salish Kootenai College.  
     Bea started working at the Eagle Butte Truck Stop as a waitress.  She then relocated to Pine Ridge, SD and worked in a 
fishhook factory for a while.  Later, she moved home to attend an accounting training school in Eagle Butte and made her final 
residence in Cherry Creek to work at the Sioux Stone Industry. Since this time, she had a daughter Dolly Josephine (Charging 
Eagle) Knife. Her special cousin Goldie (War Bonnet) Iron Hawk and her dad Steve helped her raise Dolly Jo.  Bea married Albert 
Afraid of Hawk in 1968 and to this union Debra Sue (Afraid of Hawk) Charging Eagle was born. After her employment at the 
Sioux Stone, Bea worked for the CRST Head Start Program in Cherry Creek. Some may remember attending school in the 
basement of her house. While the new head start center was being built, she offered the basement of her home for classes to be 
held.  Bea later became a Community Health Representative (CHR), where she dedicated 26 years of her life. During this time 
as a CHR, she would look after people in her community and utilized her own vehicle to transport patients to the hospital. The 
CHR’s back then were tasked with more than what a CHR is today.  During her time, she had assisted with delivering babies and 
often transported trauma patients to the E.R. in Eagle Butte without any medical assistance.  They were expected to function as 
what today’s paramedics and home health nurses do.   She made home visits and always checked on the elderly and sick patients 
in her area.  This is where she made a lot of her close friendships and lifelong relationships.  Bea then retired as an employee of 
the Takini School F.A.C.E. program where she contributed the last 10 years of her career.  
     Bea was a very independent woman and had many talents and hobbies in her life.  In her younger years, she enjoyed playing 
fastpitch on her cousin Goldie’s team.  She had a love for riding horses that started when she was a little girl and this passion 
followed her into her adult years, where she traveled to rodeos with her tall white horse named Speedy.  Speedy was a gift from 
her uncle Owen Hale, and as soon as she could, she started training him for barrels.  She loved to barrel race and would be seen 
loading Speedy up into the that back of her pickup box with a cage around it and she was off to her next rodeo.  She always 
attended the 4 Corner Rodeo, Eleven Mile Rodeo, White River Rodeo, Bull Creek Rodeo and the Red Scaffold and Cherry Creek 
Rodeos. Bea was also known for her baking, she made wedding cakes, birthday cakes and loved cooking. She always made 
sure there was enough food for everyone, and always shared food with those that came to visit at her home. You can see this 
hobby of hers was passed down to her special granddaughter Savannah, who is also known for her baking and cooking skills. 
Bea would also mechanic on her own vehicles and when she couldn’t fix the issue, she always knew a local person who could. 
She also loved shopping at thrift stores in the Pierre and Rapid City area.  However, the talent that she is known for, is her 
craftsmanship in beading and sewing.  She was the best seamstress around and would often be asked to tailor clothes, dresses 
as well as, make clothes and Pendleton jackets. She always made her grandchildren and others clothing, regalia, pillows, blankets 
and did beadwork for them.   
     Bea always looked out for everyone, especially those in the Cherry Creek community.  She was a mentor to those younger 
than her and always shared her knowledge and the Lakota way of life.  She also wasn’t afraid to tell it like it was, no matter who 
you were.  She was a very honest and forthright person and believed that if she could do it, so could you. Her home was very 
inviting, and she loved having visitors. Some of her most frequent visitors were those that stopped by to buy pop, chips, candy, 
and cigarettes.  She had her very own “C-store” in the community and allowed people to utilize her phone for important phone 
calls. She always fed the police officer’s and created special friendship with them.  She wasn’t afraid to give them an earful either 
when they would stop her for speeding.  They were often left with a lecture on how they can do better patrolling the Cherry Creek 
community in the evenings and nights.   
     She was the best (great) grandma and cared for all of her (great) grandchildren deeply.  She was a very proud Unci to all of 
her Takoja’s for graduating college and furthering their education. She kept newspaper clippings and small memorabilia for all 
their accomplishments and special events throughout their lives. Even into their adult years, she always looked out for them and 
never missed a Christmas present for each one of them. She helped raise all her granddaughters and as her youngest 
granddaughter Savannah got older, she continued to live with her grandma and became her caregiver. Wherever Bea was, you 
would see Savannah and Santana not too far behind her. Her great Takoja Santana (Tina) kept her going. Tina was very special 
to her, as she was born with a medical issue.  She took special care of her and as Tina got older, Tina took special care of her 
grandma Bea.  Bea loved having family gatherings at the Felix Creek Ranch.  She always made sure there was more than enough 
food for all to take home. She enjoyed watching her grandchildren play outside in the country and planned on one day moving 
her and Tina out to her land on the Felix Creek Ranch.  
     She liked attending the Indian Relay races and made the Fasthorse Relay team their ribbon shirts.  She also enjoyed the visits 
and phone calls from her hunka brothers, Russell Leaf, Floyd Annis and Dino Holy Eagle.   
     Bea lived a simple and humble life and will be greatly missed by her family, friends, relatives, and community.  
     Bea is survived by her daughters: Dolly Jo Knife and Debbie Charging Eagle; grandkids: Jordan Knife, Phil Knife, Brittany 
Brewer, Julie (Yardley) LaPlante, Savannah Charging Eagle, Allison Red Buffalo; 22 great grandkids; brother, Richard Charging 
Eagle; sisters: Geraldine Condon and Valarie Charging Eagle; hunka brothers: Dino Holy Eagle, Floyd Annis, Russell Leaf; sister 
cousins: Delilah Phelps and Glenda Thunder Hoop. 
     She was preceded in death by her father, Steve Charing Eagle; mother, Ruth Little Star; brothers: Marvin Starr and Tom 
Charging Eagle; sister, Stephanie Charging Eagle; nephews: Kerwin Condon, Wanbli Charging Eagle, and Jerrod Lamar 
Charging Eagle; grandkids: Asa George Knife and Cuwe Charging Eagle; uncles: Ted Phelps Sr. and Owen Hale; aunts: Drucilla 
Widow, Rose Thunder Hoop, and Eunice Little Thunder; and special cousin, Goldie Iron Hawk.  

 

 

 

In Loving Memory 

 

  Beatrice Charging Eagle 
 

1946 - 2023 


