
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

                          January 12, 1932                          November 20, 2023 
                   Cherry Creek, South Dakota            Eagle Butte, South Dakota 

 

WAKE SERVICES:  Saturday, December 2, 2023 
CRST Bingo Hall – Eagle Butte, South Dakota 

Sunday, December 3, 2023 
Cherry Creek Gym – Cherry Creek, South Dakota 

 

FUNERAL SERVICE:  10:00 a.m., Monday, December 4, 2023 
Cherry Creek Gym – Cherry Creek, South Dakota 

 

OFFICIATING:  Mennonites, LDS Elders, Vernell Sitting Crow and Dana Dupris 
 

CASKET BEARERS:  The following wicasa are representing those relatives who were 
instrumental in guiding and protecting a motherless boy and providing  

him with a safe place to call home. 
Jhett Knight grandson of Jess Knight Sr., Cory Knight grandson of Doug Knight, Wyatt 

Knight grandson of Luther Knight, Jordan Knife grandson of Ted Knife Sr., Kenric Dupris 
grandson of Marvin Inamongst, Delmar Clown Jr. grandson of Amy Talks Clown, Huey 

White Wolf son of the best healer Sullivan White Wolf, Marcus Hollow Horn grandson of 
Emmett Hollow Horn, Buck Chauncy Starr great grandson of Chauncy Mandan, Murphy 

Runs After son of Levi Runs After, Maris Reindl grandson of Ted One Skunk, Shane Roach 
son of Roland Roach,James Bear Stops son of Romanus Bear Stops and Molly Circle 

Bear, Beau Cuevas grandson of Dennis Buffalo, John Kessler son of Bob Kessler, 
 George Till son of Jerry Till 

 

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS:  The following stock contractors were highly 
respected and influential in helping build a bucking stock and  

grant him opportunities to showcase his herd. Thank you. 
Holloway Rodeos – Chuck and Johnny Holloway, Gunville Rodeos – Glenn Gunville, CL 

Rodeos – Bud Longbrake, Lesmeister Rodeo – Lance and Roni, Frazier Bucking Horses – 
Harold Frazier, Hawk Rodeo – Dean Yellow Hawk, Chad Bergar Bucking Bulls – Chad and 

Sarah, Muddy Creek Pro Rodeo – Chancy Wilson, LeCompte Bucking Horses – Dixie 
LeCompte, Korkow Rodeos – Jim Korkow, Waters Rodeo Broncs – Cass and Cole Waters, 
Brad Brettin Rodeo Livestock, Waln Rodeos – Joe Waln, Kittson Rodeo – Chancy Kittson, 

John Payne -  One Armed Bandit, Watogla Bronc Riding Clinic – Tom Reeves 
 

Special Akicita Escort: Oceti Sakowin, All Veteran’s Groups welcomed. 
 

Special recognition: Tribal Council Members, Tribal Chairman, Treaty Councils of 
Cheyenne River, Standing Rock, Rosebud, Oglala, Lower Brule, Crow Creek,  

Sisseton Wahpeton, and Yankton Sioux Tribes 
 

MUSIC: All Musicians and Singers Welcome 
 

INTERMENT:  St. Mark’s Cemetery – Red Scaffold, South Dakota  
With Military Honors 

 

Ph. (605) 964-3614 

Gettysburg, South Dakota 

www.familyfuneralhome.net 

A Cowboy’s Prayer 
 

Oh Lord, be with us here today as we 
stand around this arena to watch the 
cowboys play. The game gets kind of 

tough oh Lord, but I guess you know that well. 
 

Sometimes we get a little wild and 
raise a little hell, but we’re human Lord,  

so guide us well today. Not only the  
contestants, but the children as they play. 

 
Just bless the hands and bless the crowd  

and keep them safe along the way.  
and please Lord, bless all the bucking stock  

that we’re using here today. 
 

We’re sorry Lord, about the mixed up  

ole world, but the best we can do 
 is try and hope someday that we’ll  

all meet in that big arena in the sky. 
 

Written by Dick Ward 



 

  
      

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1932 2023

     The family has been grateful to share their Patriarch with the people and are eternally grateful for all the 

help given. This old cowboy was grateful for all he had been given in this life. He took many years of removing 

each piece of his amazing journey on earth.  

     Ed was most grateful for those aunties and cousins that gave him a childhood full of good memories. A 

rough and tough kid, running the ridges with his cousins, a time when there were no fences. He was grateful 

for all the neighbors and friends for providing a safe refuge for a young boy working for his pay, developing 

his dreams. With their help, he escaped the brutal boarding school experience. He learned to live within 

cultures.  

     In Ed’s search for his dreams, he met and married his true love, and created a family. He leaves a legacy 

of five generations. The immense joy he experienced of being a Lala, was evident in the bestowing of nick 

names. One day, we counted including all the children of “Grandma Knight, Lala Charlie, and Uncle Teddy. 

He was amazed and overjoyed. He said to us, “There was a day when I had no one, and look at them now!”  

     We were fortunate to have grandparents for our kids, as he was instrumental in guiding them appropriately, 

and according to Lakota customs.  

     He had many visions and lived to see them continue to his last day on earth. He believed in the constitution 

of our tribe. Together with a team of cousins, and through the provisions of the constitution they were able to 

create and charter a livestock cooperative which remains in operation today.  

     He enjoyed meetings and discussions on future investments for the people and their welfare. He was 

adamant about education, he wanted parents to have the right to choose where they send their children. 

Again, together with a team of cousins and good friends, a charter school was created and remains in 

operation, managed by his grandchildren.  

     This was the beginning of his career in politics, where he remained on tribal council, setting the longest 

seated tribal council representative. He sought to bring change to tribal and state relations, by ensuring the 

tribe had the voice to be heard. In January 2022, during the Tribe State Address in the state capital, the 

Senator Troy Hunert and others gathered up with the tribal chairman and tribal council in attendance to sing 

happy birthday to him, seated on the front steps of the rotunda. He remained stoic through it all. Afterward, he 

had a tear and smiled.  

     He dreamed of having a horse herd and cattle to sustain his family, so he did it. He dreamed of attending 

the Cheyenne Frontier Days, he did it, as a stock contractor. His horses were featured in the Indian National 

Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas, NV. “Al Kaldiilke” and Tughead”. He was proud of the fact he had the wildest, 

untamed horses. “The wilder, the better,” he said. World titles and go rounds won on these broncs. The 

athleticism of these Su’Wukan traveled to many states, showcasing the brand that bucks, Ash Creek born and 

bred.  

     He developed a dismount on the right side of his horse to tie down a calf, resulting in his winning a buckle 

in 1964 and numerous other wins throughout the region within the SDRA. He developed an awesome team 

with Sullivan White Wolf. Starting a life of travel to rodeos and making beautiful memories and winning money.  

     He also included his horse-trading abilities. He had a special love for horse sales, and breeding lines. He 

was treated well by those at Faith Livestock, Ft. Pierre Livestock, and Phillip Livestock. They gave him good 

fair prices, with a handshake too. Thank you.  

     When he received a buckle for best stock contractor from the KC Longbrake Memorial Rodeo Community, 

he was surprised and remarked, “I like that, I’m a stock contractor.” 

     In his quest for spirituality, he gained many friends of many faiths, but he truly loved people for who they 

were. Ed respected them enough to stand and worship Heavenly Father with them. He attended the Church 

of Latter-Day Saints, the Mennonite Church, the United Church of Christ, the Episcopal Church, of which he 

enjoyed being a member of all.  

     He received a pipe for a vision received by someone he never met but was directed to find him and give it 

to him. He was guided by Steve Charging Eagle, Tiwahe in caravanning together to receive the pipe. He was 

very grateful to the tiwahe and developed a strong bond with them. He was grateful to his son-in-law, Tom, 

for helping him take care of it and answering his questions regarding his pipe.  

     The humility he felt at all the good tidings he had in his life would be conveyed in his nightly prayers. The 

joy and energy he received from his grandchildren brought him utmost joy and laughter. He was grateful to 

have a large legacy, all the way from a lonesome beginning.  

    Thank you for providing him with an awesome life on earth. As this book of life on earth concludes, another 

begins again, with his beloved mom and wife in it! 

 


