
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                September 19, 1957                            August 21, 2024 
          Cherry Creek, South Dakota              Eagle Butte, South Dakota 

 

WAKE SERVICE:  7:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 4, 2024 

Red Scaffold Gym ~ Red Scaffold, South Dakota 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE:  1:00 p.m., Thursday, September 5, 2024 

Red Scaffold Gym ~ Red Scaffold, South Dakota 
 

OFFICIATING:  Fr. John Paul Trask and Keith Curley 
 

CASKET BEARERS:  Taun Bear Stops, Teno Bear Stops, Tyree Bear Stops, 

 Tylor Bear Stops, Kadyn Bear Stops, Xavier Bear Stops, Sundance 
 Sitting Crow, Troy Sitting Crow, Justin Sitting Crow, Isidro Sitting Crow,  

Brennon Iron Hawk, Jarvis Kills Crow, and Richard Hale Jr. 
 

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS:  Buddy & Dolly Knife and family, Delicia &  

Jon Hiserote and family, Nadine Widow & Tom Shaving, Edwin & Edmin 
Widow, Pauline Collins and family, George & Lisa Till and family, Pat Red 
Fox & Lloyd Harrison, Amber Red Elk and family, Denise Kills Crow and 

family, Ilese Oakie & Stewart Bobtail Bear and family, Laura Met Calf, 
Winona Rooks and family, Jason & Nicole White Wolf and family, Burtis & 
Diane White Wolf and family, Pete & Corey Knight, Steve & Darlene Vance 

and family, Delandia Dupris, Myris & Kathy Vanarsdale, Nate Benoist,  
Dorthy Fischer and family, June Runs After and family, Carla Veaux,  

Devina Longbrake, Ree Red Horse, Ophelia Dupris and family, Phylis &  
Amos Cook and family, Lucy Knight & Bill Knight, Elizabeth Oakie and 
family, Wally Little Moon, Dawn Simons, Delores Duran and family, 

 Christa Chasing Hawk, Richard High Bear, Black Hills Dialysis, River  
Cities Transit, CRST Support Services, CRST Head Start Program,  
Elderly Nutrition Program, CRST Daycare Program, Takini School 

 Any other friends and relatives we missed. 
 

MUSIC:  “Honor Song” by Austin Bissonette 

All Musicians and Singers Welcome 
 

TRADITIONAL SERVICES:  Vernell Sitting Crow 
 

 INTERMENT:  Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery ~ Red Scaffold, South Dakota 

Ph. 605-964-3614 

Gettysburg, South Dakota 

www.familyfuneralhome.net 

Mom, 
 

I fell, and you picked me up, 

I cried, and you wiped my tears. 

I was lost, and you brought me home. 

I wanted fame, and you were my audience. 

I desired a friend, and you were there. 

I needed love, and you handed me your heart. 

We’ll love you always. 
 

Love,  

Your Children 
 

http://www.familyfuneralhome.net/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Connie June (Hale) Bear Stops was born on September 19,1957 to Robert 

and Elizabeth (Ward) Hale in Cherry Creek, SD. During her early elementary 

years Connie went to school at Chamberlain and then she attended school in 

Cherry Creek. Connie got her GED and took college classes for early 

childhood education and from there she became a teacher’s aide at Head Start 

and worked at the daycare after that. She always loved working with kids and 

being a helping hand. Connie also loved to cook so she worked as a long time 

cook for both the elderly nutrition program and Takini School.  

Connie met her lifelong partner, James Bear Stops, at the rodeo grounds in 

Cherry Creek, SD. They both would play and attend softball and basketball 

tournaments, go to every dance, travel, take long drives and make memories 

together. To this celebration two boys and two girls were born: Teno Bear 

Stops, Falon Bear Stops, Taun Bear Stops, Krista Bear Stops.  

Connie loved her family with her whole heart, she always went above and 

beyond for them. She even took the responsibility of taking care of her 

grandkids and she did her best and never gave up or complained. Connie 

always went to her kids/grandkids basketball and volleyball games. She would 

cheer loudly and proudly for her family. She never missed one game.  

Connie loved to play bingo and scratch off lottery tickets, she would always 

go where there was bingo and would buy $20-30 worth of tickets at the gas 

station. Connie loved to visit, whether it would be in person or over the phone, 

she would keep a conversation going and would joke around to make you 

laugh. Connie was a very kind, caring, and loving person, she was always there 

for everyone and there to help anyone in need.  

Connie beat cancer in 2015/2016 and would continue to watch her health over 

the years. Although she couldn’t see too well or get around as she used to, that 

never stopped her from doing what she wanted or going where she wanted. 

Connie was a strong woman for all that she went through, she never gave up 

and believed in prayer.  

Connie is survived by her husband: James Bear Stops; kids: Teno Bear Stops, 

Taun (Dayne) Bear Stops, Krista Bear Stops; grandkids: LaTia (Alijah) 

Zephier, Lashae Rondeaux, Tyree, Tylor and Kadyn Bear Stops, Xavier, 

Willow, and Emerly Bear Stops, Roshon Bear Stops, Eduardo Flores-Pedroza 

Jr., Malaya, Karl Jr., and Jayden Renault, Aria June Bear Stops, Isabella Bear 

Stops; great grandkids: Quias and Quinnlee Bear Stops, Iyohi k’te and Aliyana 

Zephier; and many nieces, nephews, cousins, grandkids, relatives, and friends.  

Greeting her in the spirit world are her parents; grandparents; grandchild; 

daughter Falon; brothers: Larry Hale, Richard Hale Sr., Herbert Hale; sisters: 

Charmaine Harrison, Teresa Kills Crow, and Gloria Sitting Crow.  

 

 


