
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

In Loving Memory 
  

Sylvan Ray Dupris 
“Zen Man” 

Wanbli Hwo Ye (Voice of the Eagle) 
 

    Sunrise: December 30, 1954                        Sunset: October 21, 2024    

    Iron Lightning, South Dakota                    Iron Lightning, South Dakota 
 

WAKE SERVICE:  6:00 p.m., Monday, October 28, 2024

St. John’s Episcopal Church ~ Eagle Butte, South Dakota 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE:  11:00 a.m., Tuesday, October 29, 2024

St. John’s Episcopal Church ~ Eagle Butte, South Dakota 
 

OFFICIATING: Father Kurt and Mother Ellen Huber,  

Deacon Iva Traversie, and Shirley Dog Eagle 

Dana Dupris 
 

CASKET BEARERS: Quentin Dupris, Kenyon Dupris,  

Phillip Dupris, Delmar Clown Jr., El’Wyn “Beefy” Bear Stops,  

Keagan McLane, Sylvan McLane, Braylee Dog Eagle,  

Lyn’Dee Hill, and Lachelle Turning Heart  

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS: Pug & Ruth White, Dawn & Bruce 

Parker, Mike & Brenda Claymore, Glenn Dupris, Delmar & Beverly Clown, 

Edwin Bernard, Lisa Bernard, Tony Frenier, Floyd Clown Sr. & Family, 

Maureen “Annie” Walker, Barney In The Woods, James Veaux & Family, 

Gerald & April Bagola, Sioux YMCA Staff-Volunteers, Arbana Thompson, 

Mona Thompson, Emily Lawrence, Ben Elk Eagle, Rita Elk Eagle, Ronnie 

Hernadez, Elaine Dupris & Family, Bob & Janice Mandan, Panhead Mike, 

Doug Dupris, Vincent, Steven & Terry Dupris, Lynette Dupris, Eldora Black 

Eagle, Mona Demery, Susie Payne, Lyle Cook, Cyril Cook, Jay Cook, Rhea 

Smith, Majel Delrio, Bill & Sara Wuttke, JD Williams, Gerald “Mack” 

Longbrake, Julie Bagola, Mitch Zephier, Hap Marshall, Ford Hill, Tom 

Williams, Sonne & Elaine Reyna, Angie Hawk, Raylene Marshall,  

Karen Jefferies, Debbie Jefferies, Patrick& Donald Evans, Andi Pereria, 

James Swift Eagle, Chauncee Smith 
 

All of Ray’s Extended Family: Dupris-Dupree-Traversie-Iron Bird-Poor Buffalo-

Fight’s The Thunder-Red Thunder-Clown-Iron Lightning  

He had many relatives and friends. Sorry if we omitted anyone. 
 

Dean Dupris, All Musicians and Singers Welcome
 

INTERMENT:

St. Luke’s Episcopal Cemetery ~ Iron Lightning, South Dakota 

Ph. (605) 964-3614 
Gettysburg, South Dakota 

www.familyfuneralhome.net 

Lord’s Prayer 

Ate unyanpi, mahpiya ekta nan- 

ke cin, Nicaje wakandapi nunwe. 

Nitokiconze u nunwe. Mahpiya 

ekta nitawacin econpi kin, He iye- 

cen maka akan econpi nunwe. An- 

petu iyohi aguyapi kin, anpetu kin 

de unqu miye. Qa tona ecinsniyan 

ecaunkiconpi wicunkicajujupi kin, 

He iyecen waunhtanipi kin unkici- 

cajuju miye. Qa taku wawiyutanye 

cin ekta unkayapi snu miye;  Tka 

taku sice cin etanhan eunkdaku mi- 

ye; Wokiconze kin, qa wowasake 

kin, qa wowitan kin, heon. Amen 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

     Sylvan Ray was born on December 30, 1954, at their stucco house in the Iron 

Lightning Community. Grandma Dora Talks was the midwife/nurse who helped bring 

Ray into the world. He was greeted by three older brothers’: Darrell Dean, Aldred 

"Onion" and Ethan Allen. Later his three younger sisters’ joined them: Shirley Lavonne, 

Valerie Pearl, and Aurellia. Ray was raised in Iron Lightning and attended day school 

there. In September 1963, they lost their mother, this is when Ray and his siblings 

moved to Dupree to live with their Unci Amy & Lala Ed Clown. Ray went to school 

and stayed in the dorms in Eagle Butte. Ray then went to school in Dupree and graduated 

in 1973.  

     Ray liked to go places, and he didn't need a car. Ray would get on the road and make 

it there in no time. His brother, Ethan, lived in California and this is where Ray enjoyed 

going. Ray made friends everywhere he went. On one of his adventures he met Sonya 

Chappelle, from San Francisco, CA. Sonya came back to South Dakota with her 

daughter, Lisa Jack and stayed with Ray in Iron Lighting. (Lisa is one of the relatives 

who welcomed him home in Heaven) Then he met Jackie Bissley, who blessed Ray 

with a son, Waziya Tate Omani Dupris, who was born in 1993. Waziya was his father's 

pride and joy, and would always bring him up in a conversation, how proud he was of 

his son. Ray continued to reside in Iron Lightning and made his handmade bone jewelry 

and sold it to many people, across the United States and overseas. Ray also tanned hides; 

he used the hides in making of his jewelry. He also made recordings with other Elders 

and told their stories. Ray picked sage for Prairie Edge in Rapid City, SD. He taught 

some of his younger relatives to pick sage, tan hides and began to show them how to 

make his jewelry. When the motorcycle rally in Sturgis came annually, he would make 

his jewelry and take it out there. While there, Ray would attend concerts. Ray had a 

wide variety of music he enjoyed listening to. Ray was a regular calling in to the KLND 

radio station, then when Cheyenne River set up their own radio station, KIPI, he would 

call in and became known as "Zen Man".  

     In 2023, Ray’s health started failing, and he came to IHS in Eagle Butte, weekly. 

Ray temporarily moved to town for a few months (his house was being renovated) and 

while uptown he couldn't wait to get back to Iron Lightning. Ray would call almost 

daily to check when his house would be done. When Ray would see any of the takoja's, 

niece's and nephew's, he was happy to see them all and would catch up on how each 

one was doing. Ray will be missed, he was a true Lakota Warrior, Sundancer, fluent 

Lakota speaker, Brother, Leksi, Lala, Great Lala, Friend and Relative.  

     Ray is survived by his son, Waziya Dupris and Jackie Bissley of California; brother, 

Ethan and Julie Dupris of Hollister, CA and their children Missy, (Brent, Jhett & Cora 

Wilson), and Peter Dupris; sisters: Shirley L. Dupris-Dog Eagle, and her children, 

Doreen, Kracy, Mona, Cody, Efton and Samantha Dog Eagle, Valerie Dupris-Curley 

and her children, Delaine, Luther & Julie Blue Thunder and Lester Clown, Alana Parker 

and Tyler Parker (Aurellia's children) and Dean Dupris (Darrell's surviving son); 

cousins/sister's: Barb Dupris, Carol Knight, Connie Dupris, Marcy Miner, Sharon 

Vogel, Mary Lee Johns, Faye High Elk, Inez Iron Bird, Michelle White Wolf, and Trude 

Clown; cousins/brother's: Kermit Dupris, Dana Dupris, Curtis Rave, True Clown, Jr. 

Brad Clown, and Todd Clown; and hunka sister: Carol Mann.  

     Preceding Ray in death: parents, Wilbur & Edith (Iron Bird) Dupris; brother's: 

Darrell Dupris and Aldred Dupris; sister: Aurellia Red Horse-Dupris; grandparents: 

Douglas Dupris, Eliza Poor Buffalo, Sullivan & Gertrude (Iron Lightning) Iron Bird, 

Amy & Ed Clown; nephews: Sylvan Ethan Dupris, Harold (Bucca) Blue Thunder, Jr., 

Courtney (KoKo) Curley, and Wilbur Dupris; and granddaughter, Jarryn Agneaux.  

 

 

 

In Loving Memory


