
 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                         July 11, 1960                             June 20, 2026 

              Eagle Butte, South Dakota        Rapid City, South Dakota 
 

WAKE 7:00 p.m., Monday, June 29, 2026

Multipurpose Building ~ Dupree, South Dakota 

GOSPEL SONGS: Winona Powless
 

FUNERAL SERVICE: 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, June 30, 2026

Multipurpose Building ~ Dupree, South Dakota 
 

OFFICIATING: Fr. Francis Nwakile 
 

All of Charlene’s Grandsons and Nephews 
 

Eldora Black Eagle, Corrine Red Bird, Judy Girton, Glenda 
Thunder Hoop, Kim White Wolf, Jackie White Wolf-LeClaire, 

Delight Halfred, June Condon, Christy High pipe, Dorothy (Dot) 
Little Wounded, Bernice Condon, Angie Grissette, Sharon 

Miller, Renee LaClaire, Kaitlyn Ojibwe, Ruth Little Wounded, 
Rita Elk Eagle, Katherine Silk, Lenora Bryson, Lillian White 
Wolf, Bonnie Bowker- LeClaire, Jackie Archambault Delena 

Hand Boy, Carol Little Wounded, Karen Little Wounded , Jolynn 
Little Wounded, Patty Little Wounded, Melda LaClaire, Patsy 
LaClaire, Myra LaClaire, Myrna LeClaire, Prairie Edge family, 

Monument Dialysis Center, Mikie Iron Hawk-Kelly, Shelby 
Frame, Red Bird family, LaClaire/Veaux/Washburn families, and 

all her grandchildren all the friends and all the relatives we 
forgot to mention, she loved everyone and thought about you all. 

All Drum Groups and Singers Welcome
 

Dupree City Cemetery ~ Dupree, South Dakota 

Ph. (605) 964-3614 

Gettysburg, South Dakota 

www.familyfuneralhome.net 

Letting Go 
The angels gathered near your side 

So very close to you 
For they knew the pain and suffering 

That you were going through 
 

I thought about so many things 
As I held tightly to your hand 

Oh, how I wished that you were strong 
And happy once again 

 

But your eyes were looking homeward 
To that place beyond the sky 

Where Jesus held His outstretched arms 
It was time to say good-bye 

 

I struggled with my selfish thoughts 
For I wanted you to stay 

So we could walk and talk again 
Like we did…. Just yesterday 

 

But Jesus knew the answer 
And I knew you loved Him so 

So I gave you life’s greatest gift 
The gift of letting go 

                          By Judith Morse 
 



 
      

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Charlene G. LaClaire, 65, of Rapid City, passed away Saturday, 

June 20, 2026, at 12:20 p.m. at Monument Health Hospital in Rapid 

City, surrounded by her loved ones as she made her journey to the 

Spirit World. 

      Charlene Grace LaClaire was born July 11, 1960, to Gladys (Red 
Bird) LaClaire and Bernard LaClaire Sr. She spent her early 

childhood in Cherry Creek before moving to Iron Lightning 

during her adolescent years. As a teenager, she moved to Dupree, 

where she remained into adulthood. 

      Charlene attended Dupree High School and later enrolled at 

United Tribes Technical College in Bismarck, where she studied 

mechanics. From a young age, she developed a love for cooking 
and baking, often preparing meals and treats for her parents and 

siblings. She later worked as a cook for the Elderly Nutrition 

Program, where she enjoyed creating delicious meals and desserts 

for the elders she served. 

     Charlene also had a remarkable talent for traditional beadwork 

and quillwork. Alongside her lifelong partner and husband, Jim 

Little Wounded, she created beautifully crafted pieces that were 
displayed and sold at Prairie Edge in Rapid City. 

     In her 20s, Charlene moved to Rapid City with her children, 

traveling back and forth over the years before settling there in 

2009. After becoming ill, she began dialysis in 2010. Through every 

challenge, she remained a devoted mother, grandmother, wife, 

sister, aunt, and friend who loved her family deeply. 

     Charlene is survived by her children, JJ, Rayme, and Sophie; her 
stepchildren, Robbie, Wanda, and Dathan; her many 

grandchildren; her lifelong partner and husband of 47 years, Jim 

Little Wounded; and her siblings: Bernadine, Alice, Reggie, Perry, 

Delwin. She also leaves behind many extended family members 

and friends who will cherish her memory. 

     She will be greatly missed, and her love and legacy will live on 

through the generations. 
     Charlene was preceded in death by her parents, Gladys and 

Bernard LaClaire Sr.; brothers, B.J. and Brent; daughter, Charish; 

maternal grandparents, William and Ellen Iron Lightning; and 

paternal grandparents, Vincent and Margaret Creek LaClaire. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

In Loving Memory


