Our Farmer Father

Our father is a farmer,
His heart is in the soil
It's there he finds his solace,
Among the grimy toil.
He plants the seed in springtime,
The corn, the beans, the hay,
He prays that God would bless it,
A harvest, Lord, | pray.
He tills and cultivates it,
Provides the most tender care,
Believes that when it comes time,
He'll reap a harvest fair.
Blue skies are his cathedral,
A tractor, his altar of prayer,
God meets him in the cornfields,
They have communion there.
Our father is a farmer-
That's what he'll always be.
The values that the land taught him,
He handed down to us.
We love our farmer father-
We’re thankful that he's ours...
We pray that God would bless him,
Today and for all time.
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Raymond Joseph Huss, son of Theodore
and Anna (Klein) Huss, was born on
November 22, 1922, at Faulkton, SD. He
attended St. Mary’s Catholic Grade School in
Zell, SD and graduated from Orient High
School in 1941. Raymond stayed home rather
than join the military as he had two brothers
and one sister already in the Armed Forces.
He was needed at home to help with the farm.
After graduation he farmed from 1941 to
1956 with his father. He married Phyllis
Miesen on September 20, 1948, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Zell. In January of 1950,
the original Huss home burned to the ground
in below zero temperatures. A new house was built immediately. In 1956, they
purchased the farm from Ted and Ann and in 1967 purchased the adjoining
Frank Swope farm. Raymond belonged to St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Orient for many years and currently of St. Thomas in Faulkton.

As his father before him, Ray was on the Orient Township Board as
treasurer. He served from 1949-1975. He was also on the Orient School Board,
was a member of the Lakeside Country Club and a lifetime member of the
Knights of Columbus. Raymond overall enjoyed being involved in the
communities of Orient and Faulkton, helping out any chance he was given.

Ray and Phyllis moved to Faulkton in 1975, but Ray continued working on
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He was preceded in death by his wife, Phyllis in 1998, his father in 1974
and his mother in 1975, two brothers: Clarence and Cyril and two sisters:
Marcella O’Meara and Billie Bowar.
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