
 

 

     Kenneth Deiter, 91, of Faulkton, passed away Saturday, April 

21, 2012 at the Faulkton Healthcare Center, surrounded by 

family and care takers. 

     Kenneth Elvin Deiter was delivered by Dr. Abby 

Jarvis at 4:00 a.m. in a farm house north of Faulkton on a 

-20 degree night on January 23, 1921.  He was the first 

born child to Charlie and Gladys (Reed) Deiter.   His 

childhood years were spent on the farm, also north of 

Faulkton, that would later be owned and operated by his 

brother Delmar.  He graduated from Faulkton High School 

and worked with his father, Charlie, at the implement 

dealership established in 1939.  He served in the military for 

three years during WW II during which time he served in Africa, Egypt and Italy.  

Upon returning from service to his country, he entered into business at the implement 

dealership.   

     He was united in marriage on April 14
th

, 1948 to Doris Matter, following a 4 month 

courtship.  They owned and operated Deiter Implement until 1956 at which time the 

implement business was sold and they moved to the current location of “Deiter Farms”.  

The original 640 acres was purchased for $32 an acre and expanded to 6,560 acres 

under his direction.  Kenneth and Doris retired back to Faulkton in 1987 building a new 

home back on their original location.  He entered the Faulkton Healthcare center in 

April 2010 and received incredible care until the time of his passing.  He was a long 

standing board member at FEM, a member of Our Saviors Lutheran Church, a member 

of the American Legion and Masons and a long-time supporter of Lakeside Country 

Club.   

     Kenneth had two brothers:  Delmar (Loreve) Deiter, Doyle (Jean) Deiter and one 

sister, Arlene (Mort) Jarvis.  

     Out of respect for an incredible man, his entire family gathered to pay tribute during 

Easter two weeks ago, 52 in all.  His four children:  Barbara (Bill, Jr.) Schilder of 

Faulkton, Douglas (Sandy Michels) of Faulkton, Darlys (Jerry) Kolda of Rapid City 

and Roger (Beth Nelson) of Faulkton; Twelve Grandchildren:  Nikki (Ryan) Melius; 

Heather (Beau) Wisness; Justin (Stevie) Schilder; Angie (Kent) Borstad; Kelly (Sam) 

Aesoph; Kevin (Carrie Huss) Deiter;  Lindsay (Ryan) Martenson; Terra (Ty) Pevonka; 

Trisha (Greg) Rieffenberger; Travis Haan; Shauna Deiter and friend Zack Remily; 

Chelsea Deiter and friend Adam Odden; Twenty two Great Grandchildren:  Morgan, 

Peyton, Addison and Spencer Melius; Amelia and Clara Wisness; Jacob William 

Schilder; Makenna, Madison and Trevor Boss; Jack, Alex, Isabelle and Anna Aesoph;  

Grace, Max and Kenly Martenson; Avery, Camryn and Charlie Deiter; Gabby and 

Madelyn Rieffenberger. 

     Kenneth was preceded in death by his wife; his parents; an infant brother; his 

brother, Doyle, a sister-in-law, Verna and a niece, Diane.   

IInn  LLoovviinngg  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  aa  SSppeecciiaall  MMaann  

KKeennnneetthh  DDeeiitteerr  



 

 

LLoossiinngg  ppaarreennttss  iiss  nnoo  eeaassyy  rrooww  ttoo  hhooee,,  

BBuutt  kknnoowwiinngg  tthheeyy  aarree  bbaacckk  ttooggeetthheerr  iiss  oohh  ssoo  nniiccee  ttoo  kknnooww,,  

DDaadd  wwaass  uunniiqquuee  aanndd  ssppeecciiaall  iinn  ssoo  mmaannyy  aa  wwaayy,,  

AAddmmiirreedd  bbyy  mmaannyy,,    yyoouu  hheeaarr  ppeeooppllee  ssaayy,,  

DDeeiitteerr  IImmppeelleemmeenntt  wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ssttoopp  aafftteerr  WWWW  IIII    

wwhheerree  HH’’ss  &&  MM’’ss  hhee  ssoolldd  ttoo  mmaannyy,,  

BBeeffoorree  sseettttlliinngg  bbaacckk  oonn  tthhee  ffaarrmm  iinn  aabboouutt  ’’5577,,  

TThhee  hhiirreedd  mmeenn  wweerree  ttrreeaatteedd  lliikkee  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt,,  

TToo  ddaattee,,  oovveerr  aa  hhuunnddrreedd,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaarrmm,,  hhaavvee  ccaasshheedd  aa  cchheecckk,,  

AA  qquuoottee  ttoo  BBeerrtt  WWiittttee  ssaayyss  aa  lloott  aabboouutt  ddaadd  aanndd  hhaass  mmaaddee  uuss  aallll  ssttrroonnggeerr,,  

““TThhee  eeaassyy  tthhiinnggss  wwee  ddoo  rriigghhtt  aawwaayy,,    

tthhee  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttaakkee  jjuusstt  aa  lliittttllee  wwhhiillee  lloonnggeerr””,,  

FFaammiillyy,,  mmaacchhiinneerryy  aanndd  hhiiss  lloovvee  ffoorr  tthhee  llaanndd,,  

MMoosstt  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  wweerree  mmoosstt  ooff  wwhhaatt  mmoottiivvaatteedd  tthhiiss  mmaann,,  

HHee  ddiiddnn’’tt  ccaarree  ffoorr  ffiisshhnn’’  aanndd  ggoollffnn’’  wwaassnn’’tt  hhiiss  ggaammee,,  

TTaakkiinn’’  ccaarree  ooff  bbuussiinneessss  iiss  wwhhaatt  ccoonnssuummeedd  hhiiss  bbrraaiinn,,  

HHiiss  ““TThhrriillll  ooff  VViiccttoorryy””  wwaass  rraaiissiinngg  aa  bbiigg  ccrroopp,,  

AAnndd  hhiiss  ““AAggoonnyy  ooff  DDeeffeeaatt””  wweerree  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  wwhheenn  hhee  ddiidd  nnoott,,  

SSnnooooppyy  hhee  wwaass,,  bbaasshhffuull  hhee  wwaass  nnoott,,  ppeerrssoonnaall  qquueessttiioonnss  

  ttoo  ppeerrffeecctt  ssttrraannggeerrss  wwaass  nnoott  uunnccoommmmoonn,,  oonnee  aafftteerr  aannootthheerr,,  

UUnnttiill  aa  jjaabb  iinn  tthhee  rriibbss  aanndd  aa  ““KKEENNNNEETTHH””  wwaass  bblluurrtteedd  oouutt  bbyy  mmootthheerr,,  

HHeellppiinngg  aarroouunndd  tthhee  hhoouussee  wwaass  nnoott  ssoommeetthhiinngg  hhee  ddiidd  oonn  ““aannyy””  ddaayy,,  

AAss  mmoomm  wwoouulldd  ssiimmppllyy  ssaayy  ““GGeett  tthhee  hheellll  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  wwaayy””,,  

HHiiss  rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  GGrraannddppaa  CChhaarrlliiee  pprroobbaabbllyy  mmaaddee  hhiimm  ggoo  ffaasstteerr,,  

AAss  oonn  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  ooccccaassiioonn  hhee  rreemmiinnddeedd  uuss  hhee  wwaass  ““OOnnee  ttoouugghh  bbaassttaarrdd””,,  

TThhee  cchhaannggeess  DDaadd  hhaass  sseeeenn  ccaann  bbooggggllee  tthhee  mmiinndd,,  

AAss  hhee  rreecciitteess  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  tthhee  hhoorrsseess  hhee  wwaallkkeedd  bbeehhiinndd,,  

HHiiss  mmiinndd  wwaass  sshhaarrpp  aanndd  ooff  hhiiss  ssuurrrroouunnddiinnggss  hhee  mmiisssseedd  nnootthhiinngg,,  yyoouurr  lliicceennssee  

ppllaattee  nnuummbbeerr  hhee  pprroobbaabbllyy  kknneeww,,  

HHee  ccoouulldd  ssiizzee  uupp  ppeeooppllee  iinn  nnoo  ttiimmee  ffllaatt,,    

aanndd  iitt  wwaass  rraarree  iiff  hhiiss  iinnssttiinnccttss  ddiiddnn’’tt  hhoolldd  ttrruuee,,  

HHiiss  ssmmiillee,,  ppoossiittiivvee  aattttiittuuddee  aanndd  lloovvee  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee  wwaass  sseeccoonndd  ttoo  nnoonnee,,  

SSeeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  aa  ggoooodd  lleessssoonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ddaauugghhtteerrss  aanndd  ssoonnss,,  

SSoo,,  nnooww  wwee  ggoo  ffoorrwwaarrdd  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmeemmoorriieess  wwee  hhaavvee,,  

NNoott  ffoorrggeettttiinngg  ttoo  tthhaannkk  GGoodd  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaarreennttss  wwee  hhaadd..  

--by Roger Deiter 

 

KKeennnneetthh  EEllvviinn  DDeeiitteerr  
January 23, 1921 April 21, 2012 

Faulkton, South Dakota Faulkton, South Dakota 
 

PPRRAAYYEERR  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
7:00 p.m., Friday, April 27, 2012 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Faulkton, South Dakota 

 

FFUUNNEERRAALL  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
10:30 a.m., Saturday, April 28, 2012 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Faulkton, South Dakota 

 

OOFFFFIICCIIAATTIINNGG  
Pastor Tammy Craker 

 

CCAASSKKEETTBBEEAARREERRSS  

Darby Bowar Darrell Carr Steve Lesselyoung 

Dave Lesselyoung Roger Raethz Clyde Hagen 
 

HHOONNOORRAARRYY  CCAASSKKEETTBBEEAARREERRSS  

All the Employees who worked with Dad in the  

Implement and on the Farm 
 

UUSSHHEERRSS  

Tom Heller & Orin Melius 
 

MMUUSSIICCIIAANNSS  

Beth Deiter, Phyllis Melius, Chris Hammond 

Chelsea Deiter, Shauna Deiter 
 

MMUUSSIICCAALL  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONNSS  

“Amazing Grace” – “The Lord’s Prayer” 

“How Great Thou Art” 
 

IINNTTEERRMMEENNTT  
Faulkton Cemetery  -  Faulkton, South Dakota 

With Military Honors 
 
 

Arrangements Entrusted To 

Faulkton, South Dakota 

www.familyfuneralhome.net 


