My Savior, be Thou near me
When death is at my door;
Then let Thy presence cheer me,
Forsake me nevermore!
When soul and body languish,
O leave me not alone,
But take away mine anguish
Be virtue of Thine own!

Be Thou my consolation,
My shield, when I must die;
Remind me of Thy passion
When my last hour draws nigh.
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee,
Upon Thy cross shall dwell,
My heart by faith enfold Thee,
Who dieth thus dies well.

The two stanzas above are from the hymn “O Sacred Head, Now
Wounded”, and were special to Chuck in the final months of his life. If
you read the words, it doesn't take much imagination to see why Chuck
found them so meaningful. Pastor Koch would sing these stanzas to
Chuck every time he visited him. These words were last sung to Chuck
on October 17th, three days before his death.
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Charles Marion Walker, Jr. was born May 24, 1925 in Faulkton, SD to
Charles and Dena (Nipp) Walker. He grew up on a farm near Loyalton, SD.
Charles attended school in Cresbard, graduating in 1943. He enlisted in the
United States Marines, serving from 1943 until 1946.

On June 8, 1948 Chuck married Ila Holt at her parents” home near Chelsea,
SD. To this marriage six children were born.

As a young man, Chuck began working for the United States Postal
Department as a Rural Letter Carrier. He stayed with this job for 33 years,
retiring in 1980.

Chuck and lla joined Concordia Lutheran Church in 1952. He was actively
involved and together they had their six children baptized and confirmed at this
church.

Charles was a member of the South Dakota Rural Letters Carriers Association
holding offices several different times during his lifetime. He held offices in the
Cresbard American Legion organization for several years. He was also a lifetime
member of the VFW and DAV (Disable American Veterans).

Chuck and lla enjoyed their retirement. It gave them an opportunity to do
more traveling, traveling yearly out of state, especially to attend the National
Rural Letter Carriers Association Conventions. They also enjoyed going to polka
fest throughout the state, making many friends. When he retired, Chuck felt the
calling to still do a little work so he helped neighbors with their farming and
even started a small business where he and lla sold peanuts, candy and their own
homemade mustard at craft fairs through the state. His mustard was so popular
the people called him the “Mustard Man”. During his lifetime he enjoyed going
to his grandchildren’s activities, visiting, traveling and having his family all
together. His family will tell you that he was in the Marines, but he was also a
Marine for life.

Chuck is survived by his wife, lla of Aberdeen; three sons: Curtis (Cathy) of
Aberdeen, Scott (Cindy) of Chamberlain and Mitch (Myrna) of Chelsea; two
daughters: Dawn (Jerry) Leibel of Glencross and Sonja Loy of Sturgis; seven
grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; seven great grandchildren; four step
great grandchildren; one brother, Alan Walker of Buffalo Gap; half brothers:
Denis Walker of Norbeck and Gail Walker of Parkston; two half sisters: Dianne
Brist of Aberdeen and Carol Walker of Faulkton; as well as many nieces,
nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his father, Charles Sr.; his mother Dena (Ben)
Gerdes; his wife, Gertrude; his son, Craig; sisters: Dolores Raethz and Dorothy
Landstrom; brothers: Edward, Daryl, Duane, Willard, and Richard and a half
brother, Charles Alan.




