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My Dad 
 

I know this man 
Who is dear to my heart 

Suddenly one day 

It was torn all apart. 
 

This man taught me everything 

That I needed to know 

But I never really listened 

Until he had to go. 

 

He gave me love 

And touched my life 

It’s all over now 

He no longer has to fight. 
 

He tried to teach me 

Right for wrong 

The day he left 

I wasn’t that strong. 

 

He is gone now 

It is hard to believe 

This man is my dad 

Who I will never see. 

 

But I will see him again 

This I know 

The day will come 

When it’s time for me to go. 

 

So, I’ll hold him dear 

And close to my heart 

Cause the day we meet 

I know we’ll never be torn apart. 
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Harley Stanley, 81, of Cresbard, passed away 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 at Avera Oahe Manor, 

Gettysburg. 

     

Harland Elmer Stanley was born February 2, 1938 in 

Aberdeen, SD to Harland and Emma (Jones) Stanley. He 

attended school in the Chelsea and Cresbard areas, 

graduating from Cresbard High School in 1956. He 

enlisted in the United States Army, serving his country 

from 1961 until 1963.  

 

Harley married Margaret “Peggy” McBride on December 

28, 1963 in Williston, ND.  They made their home in 

Cresbard where they raised their two children. Harley 

spent the next 56 years operating as an independent 

insurance agent.  

 

He was a member of the Cresbard American Legion. In 

his free time, one could find him tinkering in his garage, 

polishing up his vehicles or taking a drive around the 

country. He also loved visiting and spending time with 

friends.  

 

Harley’s life will be cherished by his son: Mike (Dee) 

Stanley, Onida; son-in-law, Willy Klingenberg, George, 

IA; three grandchildren: Meghann of Sioux Falls, Alex of 

Luverne, MN, and Bryan, of Moorhead, MN; brother and 

sisters-in-law: Ray (Kathy) McBride of Mukwonago, WI, 

and Julie McBride of Bismarck, ND. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, 

Margaret; daughter, Kay Klingenberg; brother, Larry 

Stanley, and his mother and father in law, Andrew and 

Beryl McBride. 

 


