
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In Loving Memory Of 
 

Rita Joanne Stoner 
 

                    June 2, 1944                          July 21, 2025 
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Order of Service 
 

Song: “My Way” 
 

Greeting  
 

Opening Prayer: Pastor  
 

Song: “White Sport Coat” 
 

Scripture Reading By Nathan Sparks: Isaiah 41:10, 
1 Thessalonians 4:13, 2 Timothy 2:7-8  
 

Song: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
 

Scripture Reading by Todd Gimbel: Revelation 21  
 

Homily: Pastor  
 

Song: “I’ll Fly Away” 
 

Postlude 
 

A sister is a little bit  

of childhood that 

can never be lost. 

                    By Marion C Garretty 
 



  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Rita Joanne Stoner, 81, of Richfield, MN and formerly of Orient, SD passed away 
Monday, July 21, 2025, at her home in Richfield, MN, shortly after heart surgery. 
     Rita Stoner was born June 2, 1944, in Aberdeen, SD to Wayne and Miriam (Slater) 
Stoner. She grew up on the family farm near Orient, SD and went to school in Orient 
and Faulkton, SD. Rita showed championship sheep at 4-H county and state fairs. She 
loved dancing with her dad. Rita’s adventurous spirit took her to Dakota Wesleyan 
College in Mitchell, SD majoring in Business Administration and went to Minneapolis 
to start her career with Northwest Orient Airlines, which later merged with Delta. She 
worked there for forty years until her retirement in September 2006 at age 62. 
     Rita’s most loved hobby was amateur ballroom dancing with Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio in Minneapolis/St. Paul. She competed for 37 years wearing beautiful dresses 
and earning many trophies and medals. Her accessories were always coordinated with 
the gown she was wearing. 
     Family was very important to Rita. Having airline benefits, she flew or drove to visit 
siblings, families and friends often and took her parents on several trips. She never 
missed sending cards and letters to siblings, in-laws, nieces and nephews, great 
nieces and nephews and friends; cards usually arrived early! Rita enjoyed her 
wildflower garden in her yard and loved going to the Farmer’s Markets for fresh 
produce and food. 
     When visiting family, she loved attending nieces, nephews and great nieces and 
great nephews’ activities: athletics, dance, motorcycle-racing, cheerleading, band, boy 
scouts, holidays, birthdays, graduations and weddings. Rita was always eager to help 
with all the various celebrations. She loved pet sitting dogs, cats, and fish for friends. 
     After retirement she worked part time for fun at the Mall of America. That is when 
she sold her home in Bloomington and moved to Lake Shore Condominiums in 
Richfield, MN. Rita was the 5th Floor Representative, so she left brochures, newsletters 
and cards at the residents’ doors.  She was the head of the “Lunch Outings” committee 
where she made reservations at different restaurants and lined up rides monthly.  Rita 
was also involved in the Owls fraternal organization, the IAMAW Airline Local 1833 
Retired Members Social Club, both the Bloomington Lutheran Church and the Hillcrest 
United Methodist Church. 
     Rita’s surviving family includes sisters: Karla (David) Riley of  Palm Bay, FL,  Renee 
(Mark) Gauer of Marshall, MN,  Lanette Gimbel of Fort Morgan, CO,  Glenna (David) 
Martinmaas of Miller, SD, and Tara Slater (David Hudspeth) of Thornton, CO; brother, 
Jay (Vicki) of Eagle, ID; nieces and nephews: Bryan Riley, Kevin Riley, Matthew 
Gauer, Kristen Maeyaert, Timothy Gauer, Bradley Stoner, Brenda Stoner, Bridget 
Fratto, Todd Gimbel, John Gimbel, Adam Gimbel, Audra Sparks, Kimberly 
Martinmaas, Derrick Lewis, and Deidra Bonetti; and 30 great nieces and nephews. 
Rita also had two “adopted” grandchildren, Kathleen and Scott, children of her 
neighbors of 32 years, Beth and Mike Cameron.  She always referred to them as her 
grandchildren.           
     Rita was preceded in death by her parents, Wayne and Miriam Stoner; brother, 
Jesse Stoner and infant brother, Carl Stoner.   

 

 

 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 

dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you 

and help you; I will uphold you with my 

 righteous right hand.  Isaiah 41:10 
 


