God hath not promised

skies always blue,

flower-strewn pathways
all our lives through;
God hath not promised sun without rain

joy without sorrow, peace without pain.

But God hath promised strength for the day,
rest for the labor, light for the way,
grace for the trails, help from above,

unfailing sympathy, undying love...
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In Loving Memory Of

Dwayne D. Hofer

March 12, 1932
Rural Onida, South Dakota

August 7, 2016
Gettysburg, South Dakota

CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE:
11:00 a.m., Wednesday, August 10, 2016
Grace Bible Church ~ Gettysburg, South Dakota

OFFICIATING:
Pastor Harvey Friez

CASKETBEARERS:

Garth Hofer Greer Hofer

Blake Doerksen Brooke Stucky
Blake Stucky Lewis Hofer
Morris Hofer Jill Hofer

USHERS:
Cody Ritter, Greg Carey, Bob Westphal

PIANIST:
Joan Hofer

MUSICIANS:
Keith and Vicki Heien, Deb Westphal,
Garth Hofer, Lewis Hofer, Dar Hofer

HYMNS:
“How Great Thou Art”
“In Christ Alone”

INTERMENT:
Onida Cemetery
Onida, South Dakota



Dwayne D. Hofer was born March 12, 1932 on the family farm northeast
of Onida to Sam G. and Katy (Glanzer) Hofer. He attended country school and
graduated from Onida High School in 1950. After high school Dwayne met the
love of his life, Verda Wedel, at a youth gathering at Byron Bible Camp. They
were married June 15, 1954 at Bethel Church, Yale, SD. They spent the next 60
years farming and raising their family.

Dwayne accepted Christ at age 12 during a camp meeting. His love for the
Church and Bible were evident by his involvement in church leadership,
teaching adult Sunday School, and leading Bible Studies. His desire to spread
the gospel led him to become involved with the Gideons, where he was an active
member for many years.

Dwayne loved farming and had a tremendous passion for the land. He spent
most of his life pursuing innovative farming methods that would enhance
stewardship and improve production. He was enthusiastic about sharing his
knowledge with others, especially those beginning farming. In his last weeks he
would really light up when his boys would come and talk about farming.

For over twenty years, Dwayne and Verda enjoyed wintering in Mesa,
Arizona where they developed many close friendships. Meals and outings were
shared and a favorite pastime was playing Five — Straight, which brought out
Dwayne’s competitive nature. Dwayne loved having coffee with friends and
strangers alike. One day at coffee in Arizona a friend commented about his
knowledge of the Bible and suggested he lead a men’s Bible Study. Dwayne
accepted the challenge and led a weekly study for over ten years. Dwayne was
truly a man of God.

Dwayne was an avid fan of his seven grandchildren, cheering them on at
sporting events, bragging about them at coffee, and sharing pictures of them with
family and friends. He was especially concerned about their spiritual wellbeing;
praying for them regularly, that they too would know the loving embrace of
Jesus Christ. He truly demonstrated a “Father’s Love”.

Many of Dwayne’s hobbies and interests focused on the farm and family. He
also enjoyed traveling to distant locations and seeing new sights. None of those
sites compare to the glory of heaven that he is now experiencing.

Grateful for sharing his life are his wife, Verda of 62 years; sons: Rick
(Darlene), Marty (Margie), Kevin (Joan), and daughter, Karla (Randy)
Doerksen; seven grandchildren: Garth Hofer, Greer Hofer, Blake Doerksen,
Brooke (Blake) Stucky, Lewis Hofer, Morris Hofer, and Jill Hofer; brother,
LeRoy Hofer; nephews: Preston (Marjorie) Hofer, Quinten (Julie) Hofer; and
niece, Pam Hofer.

Dwayne was preceded in death by his parents; sister-in-law, Darlene Hofer;
and niece, Kathy Gailey.
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