
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

     

     Dale Lee Bramblee, 63, of Gettysburg, passed away Sunday, September 25, 2016 at the Avera Gettysburg 

Hospital surrounded by his family. 

     Dale was born on September 9, 1953 to William and Grace (Combellick) Bramblee at the Gettysburg 

Memorial Hospital.  He attended school in Gettysburg, graduating high school in 1971.  After graduation, he 

followed his brother, Orie, to California. While there he worked for the Radio Shack Warehouse in Costa Mesa. 

He returned to South Dakota and began working for the Homestake Gold Mine in the Black Hills.  He was an 

adventurous man and left the mine and hitchhiked to Florida with his three-legged dog, where he worked on a 

shrimp boat in Key West.  During his time in Florida, he also worked for a Coke company in Jacksonville.  His 

many talents gave him the opportunity to work in many different trades throughout his travels.  He returned to 

Gettysburg and worked for Williams Farms and Joe Beetsch Construction. In 1987 he met the love of his life, 

Lily VonWald LaPlant, and they were married December 24, 1992.  He began his career in 1985 at the 

Gettysburg Medical Center in maintenance, retiring after 28 years in 2013 due to his failing health.   

     Dale was a member of the Gettysburg Volunteer Fire Department for 18 years.  He held the position of Vice 

President of the Dakota Sunset Museum Board for over 21 years.  He was a member of the Potter County 

Historical Association and was very involved with the local AA program.  

     Dale was a “jack of all trades”.  He enjoyed tinkering, drawing, wood carving, painting, coin collecting, 

carpentry and spending time with his family.  He was never afraid to take things apart and put them back 

together.  In the last few years of his life, he enjoyed riding his dune buggy around town.  He loved to entertain 

and make people laugh and always had a smile on his face.  He was an amazing person who touched the lives of 

many. 

     Dale is survived by his wife, Lily of Gettysburg; son, Gary LaPlant of Aberdeen; daughters, Yolanda LaPlant 

(Scott Schumacher) and Heather (Lee) Eckmann both of Aberdeen, and Kayla LaPlant of Gettysburg; brother, 

Orie (Monica) Bramblee of Hayes, SD; mother-in-law, Lakota LeBeau of Gettysburg; his special aunt, Elsie 

Bartels of Newell, SD;  eight grandchildren; and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. 

     He was preceded in death by his parents, William and Grace Bramblee; sister, Lucille; brother, Lyle; and 

nieces, Patricia Bramblee and Robyn (Bramblee) Bothwell.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In Loving Memory of 

Dale Lee Bramblee 
                        September 9, 1953                                   September 25, 2016 

              Gettysburg, South Dakota                  Gettysburg, South Dakota 
 

Celebration of Life Service:  1:30 p.m., Thursday, September 29, 2016 

United Methodist Church ~ Gettysburg, South Dakota 
 

Officiating:  Pastor Jeff Adel 
 

Casket Bearers:    Jerry Sautner, Dean Schmidtgall, JD Long,  

Bill Wuttke, Stewart Sheldon, Kevin Baumberger  
 

Honorary Casket Bearers:    All of Dale’s Family and Friends, 

 Gettysburg Volunteer Fire Department, Dakota Sunset Museum Board,  

Gettysburg Medical Center Staff, Potter County Historical Society, Friends of AA 
 

Usher:  Rolleen Hauck 
 

Organist:  Pauline Brehe          Musical Selections:  “The Old Rugged Cross”   “Jealous of the Angels” 

                                                                          “Heaven Was Needing a Hero”   “Amazing Grace” 
 

Inurnment:  Gettysburg Cemetery ~ Gettysburg, South Dakota 
 

Arrangements by: Luce Funeral Home, Gettysburg, South Dakota, www.familyfuneralhome.net 

I’M FREE 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free, 

I’m following the path God has laid for me. 

I took His hand when I heard His call; 

I turned my back and left it all. 

 

I could not stay another day 

To laugh, to love, to work or play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way. 

I found peace at the close of the day. 

 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

 

Be not burdened with time of sorrow. 

For I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life has been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your hearts, and peace to thee, 

God wanted me now so HE SET ME FREE. 
 

 

THE SERENITY PRAYER 
 

God, grant me the serenity to  

accept the things I cannot change, 

change the things I can,  

and the wisdom to know the difference. 

 


