Marla Marie Johnson was born on January 15, 1933 at Gettysburg, SD to Ralph and Edith (Lemler) Johnson. She received her education at Fayette Rural School
and graduated from Gettysburg High School in 1950. She attended Northern State Teachers College and received a two-year degree in education. She taught
school in Walworth and Potter County before her marriage.

She was united in marriage to Louie Lesmeister on May 14, 1954 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Gettysburg. They resided on a family farm near Parade, SD
and purchased the farm from his mother where they made their home and raised their family of one daughter and two sons.

Through the years their home was full of many young people who were very important and special to the couple. Some who stayed longer than others were her
youngest brother-in-law, Lawrence Lesmeister, Robert Condon, Mike Frederick and Betsy Jewett Mitchell. They also hosted two exchange students, one from Finland
and one from Switzerland who returned to visit on his honeymoon.

After the children were all in school, Marla taught school at Ridgeview and substituted at Cheyenne Eagle Butte. She spent 14 years as the Assistant Editor of the
Eagle Butte News, later working as a bookkeeper at the Tri-County Water at Eagle Butte.

After the death of her husband, Louie, in 1995, she moved to Gettysburg, SD to make her home. She joined the staff of the Potter County News working in the
production department for a period of 14 years.

She was a life member of the Parade Community Club and was one of the driving forces who helped to raise the money to build the new community building. She
was a member of the Altar Society, taught CCD classes, was a member of the All Saints and Sacred Heart Catholic Churches, Dakota Club Library member, a member
of the 4-H Leaders Association and was an active member of the original Combined School Board at Eagle Butte. Marla was instrumental in the building of the Eagle
Butte Community Clinic. She was also the 1987 Mystery Snowman and the 1989 Citizen of the Year at Eagle Butte.

She was a life member of the VFW Auxiliary and American Legion Auxiliary and held offices in both organizations. She was also on the Medicine Rock Senior
Citizens Board of Directors and was awarded and honored by being the Legionette of the Year twice.

She enjoyed all of her family. She was an avid rodeo fan. She timed many SDRA Rodeos and loved watching her grandchildren, great-grandchildren and neighbor
kids participate.

She also enjoyed playing cards, especially bridge and pinochle, bowling, rodeo, baseball, basketball, wrestling, embroidery, crocheting and working crossword
puzzles. She loved having a full house, whether it was family or friends.

Many of her nieces and nephews received an afghan or booties when their babies were born. And many, many people received her famous schnapps and her
crocheted washcloths in the recent years.

She loved to dance and not only taught her own children to dance but many of the neighbor children as well.

She is survived by her daughters, JoLynn (Jerry) Lueras, Piedmont, and Betsy (Donnie) Mitchell of Eagle Butte; sons, Lance (Roni) Lesmeister and Oren (Tracy)
Lesmeister of Eagle Butte, Robert (Lisa) Condon, Laurel, MT and Mike (Terry) Frederick, Waubay; 13 grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren and two great-great
grandchildren; one sister, Linda (Darrel) Simon, Gettysburg; sister-in-law, Mary Helen (Keith) Starks, Aberdeen; brothers-in-law, Marcus (Audrey) Lesmeister, Mobridge
and Lawrence (Charlotte) Lesmeister, Deadwood; special nephew, Mike (Marcy) Lesmeister of Eagle Butte; along with many nieces, nephews and friends.

The family would like to give special thanks to Marla’s grandson, Ryan (Serra) Schrempp and children, Cade & Ashlee for looking out for his grandma while she lived
in Piedmont. Also to her son-in-law, Jerry Lueras for all of his kind deeds and caring nature.

She was preceded in death by her parents; infant sister and brother; brother, Howard; foster brother, Ray Johnson; and her husband, Louie in 1995.

Memorials may be directed to the Gettysburg American Legion Auxiliary.



Miss Me - But Let Me Go

When I come to the end of the road,
And the sun has set for me,
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room.
Why cry for a soul set free?

Miss me a little-but not too long,
And not with your head bowed low.
Remember the love that we once shared,
Miss me but let me go.

For this is a journey we all must take,
And each must go alone.

It’s all a part of the Master’s plan,
A step on the road to home.
When you are lonely and sick at heart,
Go to the friends we Rnow.

Bury your sorrows in doing good deeds. e
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In Loving Memory of

Marla Marie Lesmeister

January 15, 1933 ~ Gettysburg, South Dakota November 11, 2016 ~ Piedmont, South Dakota

Wake: 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 16, 2016 Mass of Christian Burial: 10:00 a.m., Thursday, November 17, 2016
All Saints Catholic Church, Eagle Butte, South Dakota

Officiating: Father Andrea Benso Ushers: Jim Wright and Doyle Simon
Eulogist: Molly McRoberts Readers: Betsy Mitchell and Blaine Nordvold

Casket Bearers: Brian Spiel, Robert Smith, Chuck Holloway, Johnny Holloway, Clinton Simon,

Kole Hawkinson, Steven Zuber, Gary Cudmore, Jim Pearman, Joe Rose

Honorary Casket Bearers: Sharyn Holloway, Juan & Jonnilyn Garrett, Roxie Holloway, Randi Holloway, Terry Pearman, Susan Smart,
Geneanne Anderson, Lynnette Lesmeister, Kathy Martin, Dick & Arlene Basinger, Julie Kilian, Mick & Sandy Hagny,

Jim & Ladonna Schneider, Mike & Marcy Lesmeister & Family, Pat Schrempp, Darann Davis, Cathy Simon, Kathy Fischer, Jill
Weinger, Tom & Janet, Beth, Leslie & Courtney Naasz, Black Hills Hospice, Dr. McCafferty, Dr. Eastmo, Ken Higbee, Blake & Terry
Batchelder, Bonnie Miller & Family, Valee Rae Anderson, Mia Albers, Dick & Peggy Galipo, Cass West, Ramon & Robbi Birkland, Big
Sue Eberhard, Justin & Jenny Lawrence, Buzz & Faye Reeves, Keith Annis, Emma Lou Reeves, Golda Galyen, Rick & Darci Granum &
Family, Pam VerMulm, Julie Ganje, Darilee Romey, Patty Zuber, Molly & Harry McRoberts

Sorry if we missed anyone. Marla truly loved and cherished her friends.
Pianist: JoAnn Starks-Gunn Vocalists: Molly McRoberts and Kelci Bends

Musical Selections: “When the Saints Go Marching In”  “You Are My Sunshine” “Amazing Grace”
“How Great Thou Art”  “Song of St. Francis”

Interment: Eagle Butte United Cemetery ~ Eagle Butte, South Dakota



