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    Dale Christian Eriksen was born July 7, 1927 to Chris and 

Marion (Hein) Eriksen at the family farm south of Lebanon, 

SD. He attended Roy Country School thru the 8th grade and 

then stayed at home to help with the farming and ranching 

until the age of 18.  

     Dale enlisted in the United States Army on February 16, 

1946, taking his basic training at Fort McClellan, AL. He 

spent a year in Korea and was honorably discharged on July 

30, 1947 at Camp Stoneman, CA. Following his discharge, 

Dale returned home to the family farm where he farmed and 

ranched with his brother, Leonard.  

     On November 17, 1953 Dale was united in marriage to 

Mary Duncan at Seneca, SD. They lived on the family farm; 

welcoming their son, Marty, on January 9, 1956.  

      Dale enjoyed playing horse shoes, working with the cattle, 

and farming. He was a great sports fan, and he especially 

enjoyed watching Marty play basketball, football and softball. 

In later years he enjoyed watching his grandkids as well. Dale 

was a member of the Lebanon School Board, the Lebanon and 

Gettysburg American Legion and the Gettysburg VFW.  

     Dale’s life will be cherished by his wife of 64 ½ years, 

Mary of Lebanon; son, Marty (Carol) Eriksen of Presho; 

grandchildren: Kylie (Brian) Pauly, Skyler (Mara) Eriksen 

and Stetsen Eriksen; great grandchildren: Cedar Pauly, Lillie 

and Leo Dale Eriksen; brothers-in-law: Raymond Duncan and 

Gerald Peters; and numerous nieces and nephews.  

     He was preceded in death by his parents; father-in-law, 

Brick Duncan; mothers-in-law: Tillie, Adeline, and Inger 

Duncan; brothers: Leonard and Donald Eriksen; sister, Helen 

Mitchell; great granddaughter, Norah Faith Pauly; sisters-in-

law: Ruby Peters, Ruth Duncan, and Betty Eriksen; brother-

in-law, Linden Lower; nephew, Lynn Lower; and numerous 

other relatives. 

 


