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Ronald V. Larson
October 19, 1947 - October 2, 2018

CLOSE THE GATE
For this one farmer the worries are over, 

lie down and rest your head,
Your time has been and struggles enough,

put the tractor in the shed.
Years were not easy, many downright hard, 

but your faith in God transcended,
Put away your tools and sleep in peace. 

The fences have all been mended.
You raised a fine family, worked the land well 

and always followed the Son,
Hang up your shovel inside of the barn;

your work here on earth is done.
A faith few possess led your journey through life, 

often a jagged and stony way,
The sun is setting, the cattle are all bedded, 

and here now is the end of your day.
Your love of God’s soil has passed on to your kin; 

the stories flow like fine wine,
Wash off your work boots in the puddle 

left by blessed rain one final time.
You always believed that the good 

Lord would provide and He always had somehow,
Take off your gloves and put them down,

no more sweat and worry for you now.
Your labor is done, your home now is heaven;

no more must you wait,
Your legacy lives on, your love of the land, 

and we will close the gate.



mother-in-law, Dorothy Sloat of Gettysburg; step 
mother-in-law, Sylvia Sloat of Gettysburg; brother, 
Vaughn (Stacy) Larson; sisters, Marsha (Dan) Osier and 
Sandra (Gary) Nagel all of Gettysburg, Rochelle (Jim) 
Borszich, Tammie (Jim) Musil, and Lori (Dave) Corcoran 
all of Huron; brother and sisters-in-law: Dan (Deb) Sloat 
of Helena MT, Judy (Frank) Pearman of Babson Park, FL, 
Carol (Jim) Zimmerman of Austin, TX, Connie (Bill) St. 
Clair of Sioux Falls, SD and many aunts, uncles, cousins, 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Gail; his father, 
Vernon Larson; and his father-in-law, Gene Sloat. 

Ronald Vernon Larson was born October 19, 1947 
to Vernon and Doris (Stoner) Larson. He graduated 
from Gettysburg High school in 1965. 

On September 18, 1971 Ronald was united in 
marriage to Gail Sloat. They have two sons, Douglas and 
David. Together they bought her family’s farm in 1981, 
where they farmed, ranched and raised registered 
Angus cattle for many years. He farmed for many years 
with his dad and brother Vaughn. He spent the 
remainder of his life working the land he so loved. In 
2007 Ron and Gail opened their Bed and Breakfast, 
Larson’s Landing. 

In his younger years Ron enjoyed racing cars and 
Àying airplanes. He enjoyed attending auctions, 
watching his grandkids school events, and helping Gail 
and the grandkids with their horses. Ron was always 
building things, whether it was welding or carpentry. 
There wasn’t anything that he couldn’t ¿x or build. 

He was a member of Farm Bureau, Gettysburg City 
Council, Dakota Krusers Car Club and the United 
Methodist Church, serving on various boards including 
the current board of trustees. 

In 2009 Ron underwent a Kidney transplant and 
received a donor kidney from his sister Rochelle. Upon 
his death, he was able to be a donor himself, with some 
of his tissues going to people in need.

Ronald is survived by his son Doug (Jessica) and their 
children: Delanie, Emilie and Abbie of Gettysburg; son, 
David (Jennifer) and their children Connor and Landon 
of Gettysburg; mother, Doris Larson of Gettysburg; 


