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Hereford, South Dakota Luverne, Minnesota

CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE:
2:30 p.m., Saturday, September 28, 2019
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Gettysburg, South Dakota

OFFICIATING:
Pastor David Otten

USHERS:
Kirk Bieber and Derrick Bieber

CASKET BEARERS:
Rhett McDonald, Kyle McDonald,
Devin Gerber, Lucas Goebel,
Skyler Wenninger, Cade Wenninger

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS:
Lydia Gerber, Laura Gerber, Kailee McDonald,
McKenzi Wenninger, Hope Owens,
Janae Goebel, Rachel Goebel

ORGANIST: Norma Harer

SOLOISTS: Sarah Sue Tanner
"Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone"
Victor Gerber ~ "Because He Lives"

HYMNS:
“When Peace Like a River”
“How Great Thou Art”

INTERMENT:
Gettysburg Cemetery - Gettysburg, South Dakota

Loghey ot Love
K wike, 4 mother, A grandma too,
This 15 the leghcy we have trom you.

You Mughl' us 6“’Y&V\6‘H\, You gAve us migh{'.

K stronger person would be hard to find,
And n your heart, you were Always kind

You ('oughl' bor us all wn one WAy or Another,

Not Just As A wike not just as A wother.
For all ok us you gave your best,
Now the tume has come kor you to rest.
So 4o I peficr, youve eArhed your sleep,

Your love W our hedrts, we'll eternally keep.

OV enta jem
Getbor

O leveriber 18, 1937 - Oeptendber 23, 2079



Marla Jean Gerber

Marla Gerber, 81, of Gettysburg, passed
away Monday, September 23, 2019 at
Sanford Hospice Cottage, Luverne, MN,
surrounded by her loving family.

Marla was born November 18, 1937 to
H.V. “Buck” and Lura Mae (Pratt) Smith on
the family farm near Herford, SD. She spent
her childhood near Viewfield, SD and later
moved to Kennebec in 1945. Marla
graduated from Kennebec High School in
1956 where she participated in cheerleading
and played basketball for the Kennebec
Canaries. After High School, she attended
Southern  State  Teachers  College in
Springfield, SD earning an Elementary
Teaching Degree in 1957. She taught three
yvears in a country schoolhouse in Sully
County. Other jobs she held included
waitressing at her parent’s cafe, bookkeeping
and later becoming the American Family
agent in Gettysburg in 1984 where she retired
in 1999.

In June of 1957, Marla met the love of her
life, Gerald Gerber, while on a double-date
with her sister Joy and Jerry Bieber. Gerald
and Marla married on June 6, 1959 at
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Gettysburg.
From this union came four children. Gerald
passed away suddenly in May of 1988. She
later married Calvin Reuer.

Marla was lovingly known to her family
as Aunt Jeanie or Grandma Jeanie. Her
infectious laugh will be remembered by
all.  She was a member of Emmanuel
Lutheran Church where she served on altar
guild and LWML. She was an excellent
bowler with her highest score being a
276. In the summer, you would find
her outdoors tending to her garden where she
would later spend days canning her
tomatoes, salsa, pickled beets and her
infamous hot dill pickles. For family
gatherings, everyone looked forward to her
Texas Sheet Cake. She loved sports and
attended many Battler games with her church
family. Grandma Jeanie also spent as much
time as she could attending many of her
grandchildren’s events. Marla served on
Gettysburg Country Club Board, American
Legion Auxiliary and was Booster Club
President.

Those left to cherish Marlas life include
her children: Dayla (Mike) McDonald,
Cambridge, MN, Greg (Angela) Gerber,
Gettysburg, SD; Terry (Julie) Gerber,
Canton, SD; Lauri (Mike) Wenninger,
Luverne, MN; sister: Sandra (Dale) Nauman
and brother-in-law: Jerome Bieber all of
Gettysburg, SD; 13 grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents;
husbands, Gerald and Calvin; sisters,
Marcine and Marilyn Joy.



