
In Loving Memory

Mary Helen Starks
March 18, 1928 December 18, 2020
Parade, SD      Aberdeen, SD

WAKE:  7:00 p.m., Monday, December 28, 2020
Sacred Heart Catholic Church ~ Gettysburg, SD                                      

MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL:
10:30 a.m., Tuesday, December 29, 2020

Sacred Heart Catholic Church ~ Gettysburg, SD                                      

OFFICIATING: Fr. Jerry Kopel

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER & READER: 
Audrey Lesmeister

PLACING OF THE PALL:
Jeff, JoAnn, Keith, and Ashley Starks Gunn

CASKETBEARERS: Patrick Starks, Leonard Starks,
Robert Starks, Mike Lesmeister, Dale Lesmeister, 

Oren Lesmeister, Nick Roseland, and Gregg Steever 

HONORARY BEARERS: 
Grandchildren: Keith and Ashley Starks Gunn 

All Other Nieces and Nephews, 
Former Rural Country School Students, 

PRELUDE: Dr. Tyrel Starks ~ “Ave Maria”

MUSICIANS:
Colleen Simon, Kathy Hall, Ashley Starks Gunn

HYMNS:
“Prayer of St. Francis”  

"Ashokan" “Precious Lord”   
“Mother Dear O’ Pray For Me” “Song of Farewell”   

“Peace Is Flowing Like A River”

INTERMENT:
Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery ~ Gettysburg, SDGettysburg, South Dakota

www.familyfuneralhome.net
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JoAnn, born in 1965, would become the light of their lives. 
Until, of course, two grandchildren came along to take that 
spotlight. Those two grew up to their grandfather playing 
music on his saxophone while JoAnn accompanied on the 
piano. Helen often took a break from her chores on these 
occasions, and spun those two grandchildren about her 
kitchen, to a waltz or a polka. 

She attended Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Gettysburg, 
where she was a member of the Altar Society and taught 
CCD courses for years. She loved being with family and was 
blessed to be able to spend many hours with her husband, 
whether it be in sale barns or moving cattle or opening gates; 
they made a great team. When Keith—her Buddy Joe and the 
love of her life for over 66 years—passed away  in 2014, she 
moved to Aberdeen to be closer to JoAnn and her family. 
And towards the end, while she could no longer waltz or 
polka, Helen always carried a song in her heart. Her 
headstrong nature, her determination to get the work done, 
and her love of family—born on the Dakota prairie and 
nourished on the flats above the Missouri breaks—will be 
remembered and cherished by all who knew her. 

She is survived by her daughter, JoAnn (Jeff) Starks Gunn 
of Aberdeen, SD; her grandchildren—Keith of Ft. Collins, 
CO (Great-Grandson Greyson) and Ashley of Aberdeen, SD; 
her sister’s children—Diane (Dave) Peters of Wadena, MN; 
Kathy (Bernie) Hall of Sioux Falls, SD; Leonard (Sherilyn) 
Starks of Pierre, SD;  and Patrick (Marlys) Starks of Selby, 
SD—to whom she held a mother-like bond; two brothers—
Marcus (Audrey) Lesmeister of Mobridge, SD, Lawrence 
(Charlotte) Lesmeister of Deadwood, SD—and brother-in-
law, Bev Roseland of Seneca, SD; two sisters-in-law—Ruth 
Starks of Gettysburg, SD and Marie Starks of Akaska, SD; 
and many nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her husband, her parents, a 
baby sister Mary Magdalene, brother Adam and his wife 
Judy, brother Louie and wife Marla, sister Tracy Starks and 
husband Milton, brother-in-law Art Starks and wife Rita, 
sister-in-law Vivian Roseland, brother-in-law Clyde Starks, 
and a nephew, Keith Lesmeister.  

Mary Helen Lesmeister was born March 18, 1928 to Frank 
and Bregetta (Burckhard) Lesmeister. She grew up near 
Parade, SD, learning and living the strong work-ethic of her 
times. The chores began early, milking cows with her older 
brother, Adam. Once finished, she would move on to the next 
job—cleaning all the parts of the cream separator. Her mom 
taught her to cook and bake, skills she would excel at 
throughout her life. She was put in charge of younger siblings, 
especially brothers Marc and Louie. She often said that, what 
one didn’t think of, the other did. Before her brother Lawrence 
(Larry) came along, however, to make it four boys in the 
house, the family welcomed another girl—Tracy—into their 
home. Mary Helen was always immensely thankful for her 
sister. 

After attending country school in Parade, Mary Helen 
enrolled in high school at Eagle Butte, graduating in 1946 at 
the age of eighteen. She continued her education at Black Hills 
Teacher College, earning a rural school teaching certificate. 
She taught country school in northern Potter County and 
southern Walworth County for over a decade, while continuing 
to take courses from Northern State College in Aberdeen, SD. 
It was while teaching that she met Keith (Bud) Starks. They 
married on June 28, 1948, and made their home in the heart of 
God’s country—twenty-five miles northwest of Gettysburg, 
SD. Her background and skills served her well as a rancher’s 
wife—she ran a bulldozer feeding hay to the cattle along the 
river bottoms, cooked meals for her husband, his brothers, and 
the hired men, and could feed bottle calves, make pie, and tend 
her garden, all at the same time. Helen was known for her 
canning, turning the produce of her large garden into jars of 
carrots and beets, sauerkraut and pickles. She proved herself a 
green thumb in that dry country, raising beautiful flowers 
alongside her vegetable patch and nurturing evergreen trees in 
a lot near the house. 

Helen was delighted when her sister married her husband’s 
brother, Milton, and they moved onto the family ranch. Helen 
helped her sister raise her girls—Diane and Kathy--and spent 
so much time with them that the two became almost like her 
own daughters. It was with great joy that Helen and Bud 
welcomed their own daughter—and only child--into the world. 


