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O D looked around the garden,
And found an empty space.
He looked down upon the earth,
And saw your tired face. He put

arrIred miﬂig (24
And lifted you to rest. 70
God'sgarden must be beautiful

For He only takes the BEST.

He knew that you were weary,
and He knew thatyou were in pain.
He knew thatyou would never
be well on earth again.
He saw the roads were getting rough,

and the hills were hard to climb.

So He closed your weary eyelids,

™ and whispered
{e’ an.w ispere

In Loving Memory Of

Frank Fransen
March 21, 1933 January 6, 2021
Potter Co., SD Huron, SD

VISITATION & ROSARY:

2:00 - 4:00 p.m., Sunday, January 10, 2021
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Huron, SD
MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL:

11:00 a.m., Monday, January 11, 2021
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Gettysburg, SD

OFFICIANTS:
Fr. Mike Schneider and Fr. Jerry Kopel

LECTORS: Kari Heier and Jason Oberfoell
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: Pat Rausch

PLACING OF THE PALL: Grandsons

CASKET BEARERS: "GRANDSONS"
Kevin Fransen, Richard Fransen, Jason
Oberfoell, Cory Oberfoell, Damon Schmidt,
Dustin Schmidt, Ryan Hoag, Chris Chandler

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS:
Grandchildren, Great Grandchildren,
Great-Great Grandchildren

MUSICIANS: Colleen Simon, Jodi Knutson,
Trumpet - Brenda Derickson

HYMNS: “Amazing Grace” “Be Not Afraid”
“Hallelujah” “Song of Farewell”
“On Eagle’s Wings”
FINAL RESTING PLACE:
Sacred Heart Cemetery, Gettysburg, SD

MEMO@Y

Franklin Delano
Fransen

March 21, 1933 - January 6, 2021



Frank Fransen, 87, of Huron, formerly of
Pierre and  Gettysburg, passed away
Wednesday, January 6, 2020 at Avantara
Huron.

Franklin Delano Fransen was born to Arend
and Minnie Irene (Gear) Fransen on March 21,
1933 in Potter County, South Dakota. He was
born in the farmhouse on what had been
known as the Bartels Place southeast of
Gettysburg where his family lived. His parents
also lived on the Lee Farm north of Gettysburg
and the Simon farm south of Gettysburg during
his childhood.

Frank attended Ash Grove for the 1st, 3rd
and 4th grades and North Elida School for the
2nd grade, both country schools in Potter
County. He graduated from Gettysburg High
School in the Class of 1950. He was active in
music, basketball and track while in school.

Frank married Mary Ann Garrity of
Harrold, SD on October 20, 1951 at St. John’s
Catholic Church in Harrold. To this union 10
children were born. At the time of their
wedding, he worked for Leo Comeau picking
corn by hand. Frank and Mary Ann lived for a
short time on the former Fransen farm
northeast of Gettysburg prior to moving to
Martin, SD. He was employed at the Red Owl
grocery store in Martin. Their first child was
born in Nov. 1952. In late 1952, Mary Ann
and Frank moved to the Hobus Farm east of
Gettysburg. They lived for a time on the
Kamen Farm west of Warner and the Voorhes
Farm west of Gettysburg.

In 1955, Frank and Mary Ann operated the
Garrity Farm near Harrold following the
death of Mary Ann’s father. They lived in
Pierre for a time where he was employed on
the construction crew building the Oahe Dam.
They returned to Gettysburg in 1958 where
he was employed at Leo & Helen’s Red Owl
grocery store. The family moved to Redfield,
SD in November 1959 where Frank began
employment with the new Sooper Dooper
grocery store. Their family grew to seven
children before they returned to Gettysburg in
August 1964 where he resumed employment
at Leo & Helen’s Red Owl store. Their
youngest child arrived in 1969. Frank was
heavily involved in community activities and
in their children’s lives. These activities
included the Catholic Church men’s groups,
Knights of Columbus, children’s school
activities, Redfield Jaycees, Cub Scouts, Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts including Scoutmaster,
CCD teacher at Sacred Heart Church in
Gettysburg, their children’s sports activities,
and years of square dancing. Among his
greatest of joys was spending time with his
grandchildren. Frank and Mary Ann also
enjoyed family camping activities with their
children and grandchildren.

Frank was employed several years as a
route salesman for wholesale meat customers
in central South Dakota. He then operated
Tom’s Meats in Onida, SD starting in 1973

until his 62nd birthday in March of 1995.
Frank did some lawn mowing in the summers
for a couple of years to keep himself busy after
retiring before he started working at The
SuperWash carwash part-time retiring again in
2015 due to health issues. After living in
Gettysburg since 1964, Frank and Mary Ann
moved to Pierre, SD in 1987 and then to
Huron, SD to live with their daughter Mary’s
family for the last five years.

Frank is survived by his children Shirley
Rush of Pierre, SD; David (Vicki) Fransen of
Aberdeen, SD; Gerald (Peggy) Fransen of
Parrish, FL; Patrick Fransen of Pierre, SD;
Jean (Bob) Oberfoell of Ashton, SD; Kathy
(John) Heier of Aberdeen, SD; and Mary
(Lonnie) Schmidt of Huron, SD; son-in-law
Tim Hoag of Watertown, SD. In addition, he is
survived by 20 grandchildren, 23 great-
grandchildren, 3 great-great-grandchildren and
their families as well as many nieces and
nephews. He is also survived by his sister
Dorothy Sloat of Gettysburg, SD, and his
brother Harlan (Verna) Fransen of Pierre, SD.

Frank was preceded in death by his wife
Mary Ann on Dec 17, 2020, his two infant
sons; Joseph and Luke; his daughter Pam
Hoag, his parents and grandparents, and his
brothers Darrell and Raymond.

Arrangements Entrusted To:
Luce Funeral Home
Gettysburg, South Dakota
www.familyfuneralhome.net



