
 

CClloossee  tthhee  GGaattee  ((FFoorr  DDaadd))  
  

FFoorr  tthhiiss  oonnee  ffaarrmmeerr  tthhee  wwoorrrriieess  aarree  oovveerr,,    

lliiee  ddoowwnn  aanndd  rreesstt  yyoouurr  hheeaadd,,  

YYoouurr  ttiimmee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aanndd  ssttrruugggglleess  eennoouugghh,,    

ppuutt  tthhee  ttrraaccttoorr  iinn  tthhee  sshheedd..  

YYeeaarrss  wweerree  nnoott  eeaassyy,,  mmaannyy  ddoowwnnrriigghhtt  hhaarrdd,,    

bbuutt  yyoouurr  ffaaiitthh  iinn  GGoodd  ttrraannsscceennddeedd,,  

PPuutt  aawwaayy  yyoouurr  ttoooollss  aanndd  sslleeeepp  iinn  ppeeaaccee..    

TThhee  ffeenncceess  hhaavvee  aallll  bbeeeenn  mmeennddeedd..  

YYoouu  rraaiisseedd  aa  ffiinnee  ffaammiillyy,,  wwoorrkkeedd  tthhee  llaanndd  wweellll    

aanndd  aallwwaayyss  ffoolllloowweedd  tthhee  SSoonn,,  

HHaanngg  uupp  yyoouurr  sshhoovveell  iinnssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  bbaarrnn;;    

yyoouurr  wwoorrkk  hheerree  oonn  eeaarrtthh  iiss  ddoonnee..  

AA  ffaaiitthh  ffeeww  ppoosssseessss  lleedd  yyoouurr  jjoouurrnneeyy    

tthhrroouugghh  lliiffee,,  oofftteenn  aa  jjaaggggeedd  aanndd  ssttoonnyy  wwaayy,,  

TThhee  ssuunn  iiss  sseettttiinngg,,  tthhee  ccaattttllee    

aarree  aallll  bbeeddddeedd,,  aanndd  hheerree  nnooww  iiss  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  yyoouurr  ddaayy..  

YYoouurr  lloovvee  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  ssooiill  hhaass  ppaasssseedd    

oonn  ttoo  yyoouurr  kkiinn;;  tthhee  ssttoorriieess  ffllooww  lliikkee  ffiinnee  wwiinnee,,  

WWaasshh  ooffff  yyoouurr  wwoorrkk  bboooottss  iinn  tthhee    

ppuuddddllee  lleefftt  bbyy  bblleesssseedd  rraaiinn  oonnee  ffiinnaall  ttiimmee..  

YYoouu  aallwwaayyss  bbeelliieevveedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ggoooodd  LLoorrdd  wwoouulldd    

pprroovviiddee  aanndd  HHee  aallwwaayyss  hhaadd  ssoommeehhooww,,  

TTaakkee  ooffff  yyoouurr  gglloovveess  aanndd  ppuutt  tthheemm  ddoowwnn,,  

  nnoo  mmoorree  sswweeaatt  aanndd  wwoorrrryy  ffoorr  yyoouu  nnooww..  

YYoouurr  llaabboorr  iiss  ddoonnee,,  yyoouurr  hhoommee  nnooww  iiss  hheeaavveenn;;    

nnoo  mmoorree  mmuusstt  yyoouu  wwaaiitt,,  

YYoouurr  lleeggaaccyy  lliivveess  oonn,,  yyoouurr  lloovvee  ooff  tthhee  llaanndd,,    

aanndd  wwee  wwiillll  cclloossee  tthhee  ggaattee..  

 
-- by Nancy Kraayenhof 
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EEcccclleessiiaasstteess  33::11--88  
  

TToo  eevveerryytthhiinngg  tthheerree  iiss  aa  sseeaassoonn,,    

aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  eevveerryy  ppuurrppoossee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  hheeaavveenn::  

AA  ttiimmee  ttoo  bbee  bboorrnn,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  ddiiee;;  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  ppllaanntt,,    

aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  pplluucckk  uupp  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ppllaanntteedd;;  

AA  ttiimmee  ttoo  kkiillll,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  hheeaall;;  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  bbrreeaakk  ddoowwnn,,    

aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  uupp;;  

AA  ttiimmee  ttoo  wweeeepp,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  llaauugghh;;    

aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  mmoouurrnn,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  ddaannccee;;  

AA  ttiimmee  ttoo  ccaasstt  aawwaayy  ssttoonneess,,    

aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  ggaatthheerr  ssttoonneess  ttooggeetthheerr;;  

  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  rreeffrraaiinn  ffrroomm  eemmbbrraacciinngg;;  

AA  ttiimmee  ttoo  ggeett,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  lloossee;;    

aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  kkeeeepp,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  ccaasstt  aawwaayy;;  

AA  ttiimmee  ttoo  rreenndd,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  sseeww;;    

aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  kkeeeepp  ssiilleennccee,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  ssppeeaakk;;  

AA  ttiimmee  ttoo  lloovvee,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  hhaattee;;    

aa  ttiimmee  ooff  wwaarr,,  aanndd  aa  ttiimmee  ooff  ppeeaaccee..  
Highmore, South Dakota 
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     OOrrvviillllee  PP..  RRaattzzllaaffff, 92, of Highmore, passed away 

Sunday, July 22, 2012 at Avera Hand County 

Memorial Hospital, Miller. 

     Orville Paul Ratzlaff was born January 11, 1920 to 

Isaac and Eva (Boese) Ratzlaff at their home 10 miles 

south of Highmore.  He attended the South Eagle 

Township Elementary School and graduated from 

Highmore High School in 1938.  

     He served this country during WWII in the 42nd 

Army Air Force Base Unit at Maxwell Field, 

Alabama.  He was trained as a surgical medical 

technician at Lawson General Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia.  He was honorably 

discharged February 11, 1946, when he was awarded the American Theatre Good 

Conduct Medal and the Victory Medal. 

     Orville attended college at Anderson University in Anderson, Indiana, where he 

graduated in 1950 with a B.A. Degree in Secondary Education.  He later earned a 

degree in Elementary Education from Ball State Teachers’ College at Muncie, 

Indiana.  He was granted his Master’s Degree from Columbia University, New 

York City in 1951. 

     In 1952, Orville married Frances Brown at the North Anderson Church of God 

in Anderson, Indiana.  They made their home in Anderson until 1961.  To this 

union two daughters were born, Anita Louise and Faith Ann.  He taught school for 

30 years in Indiana, Iowa and South Dakota (14 of which were on the Crow Creek 

Indian Reservation at Ft. Thompson, South Dakota).  He retired from teaching in 

1982.  Orville, with his family, moved ten miles southeast of Highmore, where they 

have farmed since 1967. 

     He worshipped at the Grace Bible Church in Highmore where he assisted in 

teaching the Adult Bible Class for many years.  He will best be remembered for his 

love of God’s word, the Bible, large portions of which he had committed to 

memory.  His favorite verse being Jeremiah 33:3 “Call unto me, and I will show 

thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” 

     His memory will be cherished by his wife, Frances of Highmore; two daughters: 

Anita Ratzlaff of Highmore and Faith (Kim) Ruhl of Byng, OK; one sister, Clara 

Hall of Highmore; two brothers: Leroy (Rena) Ratzlaff of Highmore and Sidney 

(Billee) Ratzlaff of Boise, ID; sister-in-law, Laura Ratzlaff, widow of Alvin Ratzlaff, 

of Springfield, MO and Grace Ratzlaff, widow of Leslie Ratzlaff, of Lake Wales, FL 

and many nieces and nephews. 

     He was preceded in death by his parents; brothers: Gilbert, Alvin, a set of twins, 

Leslie, Arnold and Willis; sisters: Esther, Rosa, Ida, Virginia, Florence, Mary and 

Ruby. 

 

In Loving Memory  
 

OOrrvviillllee  PPaauull  RRaattzzllaaffff  
 

January 11, 1920 July 22, 2012 

Highmore, South Dakota Highmore, South Dakota 
 

FFUUNNEERRAALL  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

United Methodist Church – Highmore, South Dakota 
 

OOFFFFIICCIIAATTIINNGG  
Pastor Sheena Thomson 

 

CCAASSKKEETTBBEEAARREERRSS  

Cody Sivertsen Wade Sivertsen Robert Hanson 

Durward Ratzlaff Myron Ratzlaff Melvin Hall 
 

HHOONNOORRAARRYY  CCAASSKKEETTBBEEAARREERRSS  
Elroy Ratzlaff – Kim Ruhl 

 

UUSSHHEERRSS  

Gary Sivertsen – Lee Kolda 
 

GGUUEESSTTBBOOOOKK  

Donita Ratzlaff 
 

FFLLOOWWEERRBBEEAARREERR  

Skyla Ratzlaff 
 

AACCCCOOMMPPAANNIISSTTSS  

Robin Sivertsen – Grant Johnson 
 

VVOOCCAALLIISSTTSS  

Annette Sewright, Lucille Vander Vorst, Yvonne Bartscher 

“When They Ring the Golden Bells” – “How Beautiful Heaven Must Be” 
 

Patty Muser – “Oh, What a Beautiful Morning” 
 

Sheena Thomson – “How Great Thou Art” (sung in German) 
 

CCOONNGGRREEGGAATTIIOONNAALL  HHYYMMNNSS  

“Face to Face with Christ, my Savior” – “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
 

IINNTTEERRMMEENNTT  
9:00 a.m., Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Highmore Cemetery – Highmore, South Dakota 


