
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II’’MM  FFRREEEE  
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free! 

I follow the plan God laid for me. 

I saw His face, I heard His call, 

I took His hand and left it all… 

I could not stay another day, 

To love, to laugh, to work or play; 

Tasks left undone must stay that way. 

And if my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss… 

Ah yes, these things I, too, shall miss. 

My life’s been full, I’ve savored much: 

Good times, good friends, a loved-one’s touch. 

Be not burdened with tears of sorrow, 

Enjoy the sunshine of the morrow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrangements Entrusted To 
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     Alice Bleha, 106, of Highmore, passed 

away Monday, March 17, 2014 at Highmore 

Health in Highmore. 
 

     Alice Louise O’Rourke was born on 

November 10, 1907, to Charles and Julia 

(Holmes) O’Rourke at home in Peno 

Township of Hyde County.  She attended all 

eight grades at the Peno rural grade school 

and went on to graduate from Highmore High 

School.  From there she attended Black Hills 

State Teachers College where she received her 

one-year teaching certificate.  She taught for 10 years at several rural schools in 

Hyde County. 
 

     She met her future husband, Leo Bleha, at a house dance and they were 

married on June 17, 1940.  Their first home was at the Max Kusser place where 

Leo worked as a farmhand.  In 1943 they moved to Highmore and Leo went into 

the trucking business.  Their only child, Marian Charlene (Chere’) was born in 

1946.  In 1949 they built a new house and operated Bleha Trucking until 1972 

when Leo retired and sold the business. 
 

     Alice was very active in St. Mary’s Catholic Church and was a 69-year 

member of Court Little Flower #1054, a Catholic Daughters of America church 

group of St. Mary’s.  Alice enjoyed sewing, gardening, and raising flowers—

providing many flowers for the church.  She and Leo moved to Pierre in 1989 

and lived there until 2000 when they moved into assisted living in Miller.  Leo 

passed away in 2002 and in July of 2006 Alice moved to Highmore Health where 

she lived until her death. 
 

     Alice is survived by her daughter, Chere’ (Jerry) Gavin of Pierre; two 

grandchildren, Michele (Melvin) Odens of Willmar, MN and Jerry (Renae) 

Durfee of Canby, MN; five great-grandsons, Patrick (Lisa) Odens, Thomas 

Odens, Christopher Odens, Adam Durfee, and Zachary Durfee; one sister, Lorna 

Tomter of Mesa, AZ; and many nieces and nephews.  Alice also had a wonderful 

“nursing home family” who loved her, laughed with her, and cared for her. 
 

     She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Leo; six brothers; three 

sisters; and son-in-law, Mike Durfee. 
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AAlliiccee  LL..  BBlleehhaa  
 

November 10, 1907 March 17, 2014 

Hyde County, South Dakota Highmore, South Dakota 
 

MMAASSSS  OOFF  CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN  BBUURRIIAALL::  

10:00 a.m., Friday, March 21, 2014 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

Highmore, South Dakota 
 

CCEELLEEBBRRAANNTT::    Father Paul Nereparmpil  
 

CCAASSKKEETTBBEEAARREERRSS::  

Patrick Odens – Thomas Odens – Christopher Odens 

Adam Durfee – Zachary Durfee – Jerry Durfee 

Melvin Odens – Jerry Gavin 
 

AALLTTAARR  SSEERRVVEERRSS::    Maria Pazour & Trevor Brueggeman  
 

EEUUCCHHAARRIISSTTIICC  MMIINNIISSTTEERR::    Julie Gutzmer  
 

LLEECCTTOORR::    Michele Odens  
 

GGIIFFTTBBEEAARREERRSS::    Adam, Zachary & Renae Durfee  
 

MMUUSSIICCIIAANN::    Katherine Porter  
 

MMUUSSIICCAALL  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONNSS::  

“Amazing Grace” 

“Here I Am, Lord” 

“One Bread, One Body” 

“Song of Farewell” 

“How Great Thou Art” 
 

IINNTTEERRMMEENNTT::  

St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery 

Highmore, South Dakota 


