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Highmore, South Dakota

Elton "Jake" Vilhauer
March 21, 1932 - April 9, 2016

CLOSE THE GATE

For this one farmer the worries are over, 
lie down and rest your head,

Your time has been and struggles enough, 
put the tractor in the shed.

Years were not easy, many downright hard, 
but your faith in God transcended,

Put away your tools and sleep in peace. 
The fences have all been mended.

You raised a fine family, worked the land 
well and always followed the Son,

Hang up your shovel inside of the barn; 
your work here on earth is done.

A faith few possess led your journey
through life, often a jagged and stony way,

The sun is setting, the cattle are all bedded, 
and here now is the end of your day.

Your love of God’s soil has passed on to your kin;
the stories flow like fine wine,

Wash off your work boots in the puddle 
left by blessed rain one final time.

You always believed that the good Lord 
would provide and He always had somehow,

Take off your gloves and put them down,
no more sweat and worry for you now.

Your labor is done, your home now is heaven;
no more must you wait,

Your legacy lives on, your love of the land,
and we will close the gate 



In the 1970’s and 80’s Jake, Arlene and their 
good friend Robert Gadd had a country dance band 
called Country Roads.  Jake played rhythm guitar 
and sang lead vocals.  For over fifteen years he 
sang songs made popular by Buck Owens, Merle 
Haggard, George Jones and George Strait.  Jake 
and Arlene were inducted into the South Dakota 
Country Music Hall of Fame in September of 2014.

Jake was a huge supporter of his community 
and served on the church council, telephone board, 
FHA board, ASC board and was a county 
commissioner.  He enjoyed watching the high 
school boys and girls basketball teams and 
attended as many games as possible.

Jake is survived by his wife of over 60 years 
Arlene of Highmore, four children: Tammy (Rick) 
Otten of Sioux Falls, Laurie (Tom) Sutterer of Rapid 
City, Steven (Susan) Vilhauer of Aberdeen, and Jon 
(Sarah) Vilhauer of Oak Point, TX; two sisters: Alta 
Roti and Betty (Larry) Olson; six grandchildren:  
Jacob Sutterer, Jessica (Justin) Hill, Jarad (Megan) 
Otten, and Trey, Addison and Owen Vilhauer; two 
great grandchildren: Cyaphas and Ahna Hill; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Jake was preceded in death by his parents; two 
sisters: Cuba Shaffer and Lillian Samualsen; and 
brother-in-law, Leo Roti.

Memorials can be directed to Steps for Hope, PO 
Box 541, Highmore, SD 57345 or Hyde County 
Scholarship Foundation, PO Box 645, Highmore, 
SD 57345.

Arrangments Entrusted To
Luze Funeral Home - Highmore, South Dakota

www.familyfuneralhome.net
"Providing Comfort To Families"

Elton “Jake” Vilhauer left this world to be with our 
Lord on April 9, 2016 after 84 years of living a full 
and fruitful life in Highmore, South Dakota.  

Elton Elroy Vilhauer, who was known as Jake, 
was born and raised on the family farm three and a 
half miles from Highmore, SD on March 21, 1932 to 
Jacob and Olga (Schaefer) Vilhauer.  He was the only 
son of five children.  Jake took over the operation of 
the farm when his parents retired and moved to 
Highmore in 1956. 

Jake was a 1951 graduate of Highmore High 
School.  He met Arlene Hansen in May of 1954 when 
she was selling poppies for Memorial Day.  They 
were married on June 26, 1955 and lived on the 
family farm.  They welcomed four children to their 
family, two daughters: Tammy and Laurie, and two 
sons: Steven and Jon.

Jake raised cattle, sheep, hogs and chickens and 
did so until 1991 when he sold off the livestock and 
focused on selling seed and farming.  Jake’s favorite 
crop was corn.  He enjoyed planting it, watching it 
grow and harvesting the golden kernels.  

In his later years Jake also enjoyed planting a 
large garden and supplying many Highmore 
residents with fresh produce.  Two of his favorite 
vegetables were sweet corn and pumpkins.  He did 
not just plant a few rows of sweet corn but three 
acres and he did not plant a few pumpkin plants but 
hundreds.  The sweet corn was mostly given away 
with some of it sold in Pierre to customers who will 
miss him this year because Jake always added a few 
more ears to a dozen.  For over twenty years Jake, 
known as the Pumpkin Man, raised pumpkins for the 
local children. The kindergarten through third 
graders would come to the farm on a field trip to pick 
out a pumpkin for Halloween.  The only rule was that 
they had to be able to carry the pumpkin back to the 
bus.  


