
Should You Go First

Should you go ǝrst and I remain
To walk the road alone 

I'll live in memory's garden, dear,
With happy days we've known.

In spring, I'll watch for roses red,
When fades the lilacs blue,

In early Fall, when brown leaves call,
I'll catch a glimpse of you.

Should you go ǝrst and I remain,
For battle to be fought,

Everything you've touched along the way,
Will be a hallowed spot,

I'll hear your voice, I'll see your smile,
Though blindly I may grope,

The memory of your helping hand,
Will buoy me on with hope.

Should you go ǝrst and I remain,
To ǝnish with the scroll,

No lengthening shadows shall creep in,
To make this life seem dull,

We've known so much happiness,
We've had our cup of joy,

And memory is one giǡt of God,
That death cannot destroy.

Should you go ǝrst and I remain,
One thing I'd have you do:

Walk slowly down that long, lone path,
For soon I'll follow you.

I'll want to know each step you take,
That I may walk the same, 

For someday down that lonely road
You'll hear me call -- your name.
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Following the service, everyone is invited to the 
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Rena Ratzla÷f, 90, of Highmore, passed away Monday, May 24, 2021, at the Avera 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Pierre aùter a battle with Alzheimer’s and congestive heart 
failure.

Rena Ratzla÷f was born October 5, 1930, to Hanna Marie and Anthony Leslie 
Greenberg on a farm a mile north of the small town of Nowthen, Minnesota.  She 
was the youngest of four children.   Country school and her grandfather’s garden 
and apple trees were part of her memories of growing up.  She ice-skated and played 
in the creek by the house.

Rena attended Elk River, Minnesota high school and graduated in 1948.   She 
attended St. Paul Bible College in St. Paul, Minnesota for two years.   She spent a 
summer in Kentucky doing mission work with the miners and their families.  She 
worked for Bell Telephone Company as o÷õce help and in the mail room.

Rena met LeRoy Ratzla÷f while they were counselors at a Christian and 
Missionary Alliance church camp at Big Sandy Lake in northern Minnesota.   They 
married June 15, 1955, in Nowthen, Minnesota.

LeRoy moved Rena to a small farmhouse on his father’s farm.   Rena raised some 
chickens and kept an eye on the cattle when they came into the yard.   During that 
time, they lived on this farm site, they had Patricia in 1956, Marilyn and Beverly in 
1957 and Annette, Lucille, and Yvonne in 1959.  

The family moved to a larger house, a short distance from LeRoy’s parents’ 
house.   During the time they were there, the õrst boy, Myron, was born in 1961.  
Rena would, at times, help with driving truck starting in the early 1960’s.  She helped 
with Sunday school at this time with ølannel graphs and reading Bible stories.  The 
Eagle Township country school had her assist as a teacher’s aide, occasionally.

Rena moved to the big house with her family in 1968.  This gave her more room 
and running water with indoor toilets and a bathtub.    In 1970, Victor was born.  
Rena was still driving truck and raising chickens.  She made sure the chores were 
done and guided the children with shocking corn and other chores.  

During the time her children were there, Rena taught several of children how to 
read a recipe and helped with the 4H projects.  She usually had cookies or cake for 
snack aùter school for the children.  She always attended the events at Eagle 
Township School and at Highmore High school that her children participated in.

Church provided the adult socialization for Rena with the ladies group that met 
once a month.  She was involved in Sunday school and rarely missed a church event.

Rena helped LeRoy with the nursing home services and was Mrs. Claus at some 
of the Christmas parties for the residence.  Rena helped at the nursing home several 
years as a dietary aide with Dolly Abernathy.

One of Rena’s greatest joys was when she got an apple tree from Gurney’s, and it 
lived and produced apples.   This would remind her of Minnesota where she grew 
up.

She is survived by her children: Patricia Muser, Marilyn Hanson, Beverly 
Reisdor÷f, Lucille Vandervorst, Yvonne Ulmer, Annette Sewright, Myron Ratzla÷f, 
and Victor Ratzla÷f; and many grandchildren; and great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband, LeRoy; brother, Kermit; brothers, 
Cli÷ford, and Vernon; grandson, Samuel Reisdor÷f; and son-in-law, Doran Bartscher.


