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Rosary & Prayer SERVICE:
6:30 P.M., THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2023
St. Mary’s CatHoric CHURCH
Hicumorg, Soutn Dakota

FuNERrRaL Mass:
10:00 A.M., FRIDAY, JULY 28, 2023
St. Mary’s Cataoric CHURCH
HicuMorg, Soutn DakoTa

CELEBRANTS:
Fatner PauL JosTEN
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CASKETBEARERS: o :i
Gary HECKENLAIBLE - STEVE HECKENLAIBLE 3 )
Mark KresscH - JouN Kusser "{.
Dave Kusser - JERRY KUSSER o
rY
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BeTTY’s GRANDCHILDREN
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Usuers: Harrax Reep - Noan Paur
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Pracing oF THE ParL: BetTY’s CHILDREN
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Guestsook: Dok VoLex P
o -
LecTtor: SHIRLEY KLEBSCH L .
L
Musicians: KATHERINE PORTER 3.8
Joux Beranek - Mike WEeTz v:' . &

Music SELECTIONS:

OpPENING #430 "How GrEaT THOU ART"
CoMMUNION # 449 "AMaziNG GRrACE"
CoMMUNION MEDITATION
"Wuex~ I GEr Waere I’M Going"

# 832 SONG OF FAREWELL
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FEBRUARY 20, 1931 .i';
Jury 16, 2023
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CrosinG SonG "GoopNIGHT My ANGEL"
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BerTY HECKENLAIBLE, 92, OF HIGHMORE, PASSED AWAY SUNDAY, JULY 16,
2023, AT AVERA ST. MARY’S HosprTaL, PIERRE.

Er1zasetH (BETTY) THERESA KUSSER WAS BORN ON FEBRUARY 20, 1931, AT
THE HOME OF MaximirLioNn (Max) anp Maser (PErriGoue) Kusser FOUR
MILES EAST OF Mac’s CorNER IN STEPHAN, SD. AUNT ALVA HELPED DELIVER
ELIZABETH AND SAID THAT NAME WAS TOO BIG FOR SUCH A LITTLE GIRL, SO THEY
CALLED HER BETTY.

BETTY JOINED TWO BROTHERS, SIMON JOHN AND JosEPH Max. LATER,
BeTTY’s LITTLE BROTHER, EpDWARD CHarLES (Buzz), was BorN. BETTY AND
Buzz WERE MORE THAN SIBLINGS, THEY WERE BEST BUDDIES. Buzz anp BeTTY
LOVED TO PLAY UNDER THE PORCH OR IN THE COUCH. Buzz savep BETTY’s LiFE
WHEN SHE FELL INTO THE DAM. BETTY WENT UNDER AND BUzz YELLED FOR
MoM, AND THEY BOTH GRABBED HER ARMS AND PULLED HER OUT OF THE WATER.
BETTY ALWAYS KNEW THAT HER BROTHERS WATCHED OVER HER.

BETTY STILL HAS HER FAVORITE TOY, WHICH WAS A GLASS DOLL WITH PRETTY
cLOTHES. HER FAVORITE MOVIE was “Sxow WHITE AND THE SEVEN Dwarrs”.
HER FAVORITE PET WAS HER LITTLE BIRD THAT GranDMA PERRIGOUE sNuUCk
ONTO THE TRAIN FROM SPEARFISH TO HANG BY HER BED WHEN SHE WAS REALLY
SICK.

BETTY GRADUATED FROM MoOUNT MarTY HIGH SCHOOL THEN WENT ON TO
Brack Hirrs StaTe CorLEGE. IN 1952, HIGHMORE BUILT A NEW AUDITORIUM
WHERE SHE TOOK TICKETS AT THE BASKETBALL GAMES. BETTY MET THE LOVE OF
HER LIFE, RONALD HECKENLAIBLE, AT A DANCE IN THE AUDITORIUM. BETTY was
DANCING WITH ANOTHER GUY, AND RONALD GRABBED THE GUY AND STARTED
DANCING WITH HER FOR THE REST OF THE NIGHT. RoNALD Took BETTY AND
SOME OF HER SOFTBALL TEAMMATES UP TO LEMMON, SD wITH HIS DAD’S NEW
CAR.

RoxaLp HECKENLAIBLE AND BETTY KUSSER WERE MARRIED ON JULY 20,
1953, AT THE IMMacuLaTE ConcepTioN CHURCH IN STEPHAN, SD. During
THOSE 70 YEARS, THEY WERE BLESSED WITH FIVE CHILDREN: STEVEN, CYNTHIA,
Mary Lee, RoNNIE ALLEN, AND GaRy. BETTY WAS VERY ACTIVE IN HER
CHILDREN’S LIVES AND THEN LATER WITH THE GRANDCHILDREN AND GREAT
GRANDCHILDREN. SHE LOVED TO GO TO ANYTHING THEY WERE IN.

BETTY WORKED ALONGSIDE OF DAD WHETHER IT WAS HAULING LITTLE ROUND
BALES IN THE TRUCK OR HELPING IN THE FIELD. ONE DAY DAD ASKED HER TO PULL
HIM TO TOWN. MOM DROVE THE PICKUP WITH US KIDS AND DAD WAS ON THE
Joux Deere H NARROW FRONT-END TRACTOR. MOM WAS DRIVING RIGHT A LONG
AND DAD WAS YELLING FOR HER TO SLOW DOWN BUT US KIDS TOLD HER HE WANTED
HER TO GO FASTER. MOM PASSED A CAR AND A TRUCK ON THE WAY TO HIGHMORE.
Brezzy PETERSON SAID THAT WAS THE FASTEST TRACTOR EVER PULLED TO HIS
sHOP. LATER WHEN BETTY RETIRED FROM TEACHING, SHE HELPED DELIVER CARS
FOR P1ONEER GaRrAGE IN HIGHMORE. THEY HAD FUN ON THOSE ROAD TRIPS.
THEY ALSO ENJOYED MANY TRIPS WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

BETTY TAUGHT SCHOOL FOR 30 YEARS AT THE HYpE CounTY ScHoor. MosT
OF THOSE YEARS SHE TAUGHT IN THE COUNTRY SCHOOLS, WHERE SHE TAUGHT ALL
EIGHT GRADES IN A ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE WITH NO RUNNING WATER AND
OUTSIDE TOILETS. LATER, SHE HAULED BIG BAGS OF THE STUDENTS’ LUNCHES AND
ALL OF HER SCHOOL BAGS, TOO. HER STUDENTS LEARNED TO LISTEN CLOSELY
SINCE SHE WAS SOFT SPOKEN. SHE LOVED ALL OF HER STUDENTS. BETTY WENT ON
TO FURTHER HER EDUCATION AT Brack HILLS STATE AND SHE WOULD STAY AT
HER GRANDMA’S AND AUNT’S HOUSE IN SPEARFISH IN THE SUMMER. BETTY
TAUGHT §TH GRADE IN HIGHMORE. THE FIRST YEAR SHE TAUGHT HER GRANDSON,
Bor KLEBSCH, AND THE NEXT YEAR, JESSE KLEBSCH. BUT GRANDMA NEVER
PLAYED FAVORITES, EVERY STUDENT WAS THE SAME, GRANDSON OR NOT.

BETTY WAS ALWAYS TEACHING EVEN AFTER SHE RETIRED. HER LOVE FOR
BOOKS WAS PASSED ON TO MANY CHILDREN. BETTY WAS A MEMBER OF THE
Immacurate Conceprion CuurcH, St. Mary’s Cuurch, CatHoLic
DAUGHTERS FOR OVER 70 YEARS, ST. MarY’s ALTER SOCIETY, TEACHERS
AssociatioN, Civic Leacue, Rep Hats axp was a 4-H Leaper axo Boy
ScouT LEADER.

BETTY’S MEMORIES AND LOVE WILL BE CHERISHED BY HER HUSBAND, RONALD
oF HIGHMORE; HER CHILDREN: STEVE (SALLY SWANSON) oF ABERDEEN, CINDY
MieNeN oF MrtcHELL, MarY Lee (Mark) KreescH oF Hovragirp, axnp Gary
oF Rapip Crity; SEVEN GRANDCHILDREN: Bop (SamantHA) KLEBscH oF LAkE
Mirts, Towa, ETuax (Lexar) HeckencaisLe oF Fr. Pierre, Copy (Hork)
HeckencaisLe ofF Hupson, Iowa, JErRemMy (ANGELA) MIENEN OF Box ELDER,
Jarep MEINEN oF MrTcHELL, BRITTNEY (JoHN) HECKENLAIBLE OF PHOENIX,
AZ, Roranp (Tiva Cueroxee) HeckexraisLE oF Berea, KENTUCKY; six
GREAT GRANDCHILDREN: AVAH AND SoPHIA KLEBSCH OF Lake MiLts, Iowa,
AppyseN, Havpex, axp Laxpex HEeckentaerte oF Fr. Pierre, Roxi
HeckexcaisLe oF Hupson Iowa Caypex axp Ria Rose oF Berea, KY;
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, JOANNE HECKENLAIBLE OF FT. PIERRE; AND MANY FAMILY
AND FRIENDS.

BETTY IS PRECEDED IN DEATH BY HER PARENTS: Max AND MaBeL Kusser;
SIBLINGS: MARIE, SiMON, JosepH, Buzz, aNxpD MicHAEL KUSSER; IN-LaWS:
GotrLes, JR. anp Herrier Verma HEeckeNpaisre; soN, RonNie
HECKENLAIBLE; GRANDSON, JESSE KLEBSCH; SON-IN-LAW, JOHN MENIEN; AND
MANY MORE CHERISHED FAMILY MEMBERS.

Arrangements Entrusted to
Luce, Luze, & Reck Funeral Homes - Highmore, S.D.
www.familyfuneralhome.net



