
 

 

FFaarreewweellll  
  

WWhheenn  II  mmuusstt  lleeaavvee  yyoouu  
FFoorr  aa  lliittttllee  wwhhiillee,,  

PPlleeaassee  ddoo  nnoott  ggrriieevvee  
AAnndd  sshheedd  wwiilldd  tteeaarrss  
AAnndd  hhuugg  yyoouurr  ssoorrrrooww  

TToo  yyoouu  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  yyeeaarrss,,  
BBuutt  ssttaarrtt  oouutt  bbrraavveellyy  
WWiitthh  aa  ggaallllaanntt  ssmmiillee;;  

AAnndd  ffoorr  mmyy  ssaakkee  
AAnndd  iinn  mmyy  nnaammee  
LLiivvee  oonn  aanndd  ddoo  

AAllll  tthhiinnggss  tthhee  ssaammee,,  
FFeeeedd  nnoott  oonn  yyoouurr  lloonneelliinneessss  

OOnn  eemmppttyy  ddaayyss,,  
BBuutt  ffiillll  eeaacchh  wwaakkiinngg  hhoouurr  

IInn  uusseeffuull  wwaayyss,,  
RReeaacchh  oouutt  yyoouurr  hhaanndd  

IInn  ccoommffoorrtt  aanndd  iinn  cchheeeerr  
AAnndd  II  iinn  ttuurrnn  wwiillll  ccoommffoorrtt  yyoouu  

AAnndd  hhoolldd  yyoouu  nneeaarr;;  
AAnndd  nneevveerr,,  nneevveerr  
BBee  aaffrraaiidd  ttoo  ddiiee,,  
FFoorr  II  aamm  wwaaiittiinngg  

FFoorr  yyoouu  iinn  tthhee  sskkyy!!  
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 HHeelleenn  RRuutthh  MMeennkkee  
 

July 25, 1923 September 26, 2012 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota Miller, South Dakota 
 

FFuunneerraall  SSeerrvviiccee  
2:30 p.m., Monday, October 1, 2012 

First Presbyterian Church 

Miller, South Dakota 
 

MMiinniisstteerr 
Rev. Brian Jones 

 

CCaasskkeettbbeeaarreerrss  
Brad Fransen Collin Fransen 

Jonathan Coup Andy Menke 

William Menke Sarah Coup 
 

UUsshheerrss  
Jeff Clement & Lester Moeller  

 

OOrrggaanniisstt  
Kristi Prince 

 

CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonnaall  HHyymmnn  
“In the Garden” 

“Morning Has Broken” 
 

IInntteerrmmeenntt  
G.A.R. Cemetery 

Miller, South Dakota 

 

HHeelleenn  MMeennkkee, 89, of Miller, passed away Wednesday, September 26, 

2012 at the Good Samaritan Society, Miller. 

Helen Ruth was born July 25, 1923 to Arthur and Bertha (Jones) 

Vennum.  She grew up in Sioux Falls, SD; graduating from Washington High 

School in 1941.  Her future husband, William “Bill” Menke was a high school 

classmate. 

She earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of Nebraska at 

Lincoln.  Her love for her Cornhuskers continued throughout her life.  After 

college, Helen worked as a secretary for the President of the National Bank in 

Sioux Falls. 

She reconnected with Bill and they were married on February 22, 

1955 in Sioux Falls.  They move to the family ranch in Rockdale Township in 

Hand County.  She worked and volunteered at the Hand County Library for 

many years.  After Bill’s death in 1996, she moved into Miller. 

In addition to her family, Helen loved cats, books, playing cards, 

Nebraska Cornhuskers and Mickey Mouse.  She was a member of the First 

Presbyterian Church, PEO Chapter AK and the Nebraska Beta Chapter of Pi 

Beta Phi. 

Survivors include her three sons and their families: John (Nancy 

Evans) Menke and their children, Andy and Margaret; Mark (Traci Hunt) 

Menke; and Paul (Karen Schaefbauer) Menke and their children, Sarah 

(Jonathan) Coup, William and Christopher.  

Proceeding her in death were her parents; her husband; and sister, 

Marjorie. 

 

 


