
 
 
 Merlin D. Jenner, 82, went to be with his Lord and Savior on Wednesday, 

December 10, 2014.   

 Merlin Duane Jenner was born March 22, 1932 in Hand County, SD to 

Arthur and Gladys (Fisher) Jenner. After graduation from high school, Merlin 

joined the U.S. Air Force and was honorably discharged in 1960. He married the 

absolute love of his life, Shirley Rawstern-Hern on November 16, 1955. Merlin 

became the father of Rex and Nola Hern and joining this union in later years were 

Lynn, Brian and Todd. Merlin and Shirley farmed in Hand County, SD, eventually 

moving to St. Lawrence. Merlin worked at a service station in Miller, SD then the 

family purchased M&S Grocery Store in St. Lawrence before moving to Huron, SD 

where Merlin worked for many years as an Assistant Manager at J.C. Penney. In 

1989 they relocated to Bartlesville, OK where they both served as custodial staff at 

First Church of the Nazarene and Wesleyan Christian School. Merlin and Shirley 

had fun making and selling woodcrafts and going antiquing during retirement. 

Merlin especially enjoyed his "meetings" with his buddies at McDonalds, where 

the family even celebrated his 80th birthday.  

 Merlin took loving care of his mother-in-law, Bertha Miller, and his special 

sweetheart Shirley in their final days with great love and dignity. Merlin loved a 

good joke and had a million of them. He loved putting on his "special" outfit:  gray 

wig, yellow pants, bike horn and more, to get a laugh out of the grandkids for their 

special occasions. Merlin loved his Lord and Savior and served Him faithfully.   

 He is survived by one daughter Nola and husband Ken Storm of Fargo, 

ND. Four sons: Rex and wife Celene Hern of Prinsburg, MN, Lynn Jenner of 

Edmond, OK, Brian and wife Sonja Jenner, Todd and wife Krystal Jenner all of 

Bartlesville. Merlin was blessed with 17 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. 

He is also survived by his sister Lois Christiansen and sister-in law Virginia Jenner 

of Miller, SD numerous nieces, nephews and many friends.  

 Merlin was preceded in death by his parents, wife Shirley Jean Jenner, 

brother Irving Jenner and grandchild Abby Jenner.  

 In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial contributions be made to: 

Journey Home Hospice House, 3407 SE Kentucky, Bartlesville, OK 74006. 
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Psalm 121 
 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

    where does my help come from? 

 

My help comes from the Lord, 

    the Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

He will not let your foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not slumber; 

 

indeed, he who watches over Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

 

The Lord watches over you— 

    the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

 

the sun will not harm you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 

 

The Lord will keep you from all harm— 

    he will watch over your life; 

 

the Lord will watch over your coming and going 

    both now and forevermore. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE 

1:00 p.m., Saturday, June 13, 2015 

First United Methodist Church 

Miller, South Dakota 
 

 

MINISTER 

Pastor Mark Johnsen 
 

 

EULOGY 

Rex Hern & Nola Storm 
 

 

READING OF OBITUARY 

Brian Jenner 
 

 

PIANIST 

Kristi Prince 
 

 

MUSIC SELECTION 

“Because He Lives” 
 

 

INTERMENT 

G.A.R. Cemetery 

Miller, South Dakota 


