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Worker of the Land
Pat Howard

December 9, 1918 - November 20, 2015

Cowboys' Prayer
O Lord, I've never lived where churches grow;

I've loved creation better as it stood
ćat day you ĕnished it, so long ago.

And look upon your work and called it good.

Just let me live my life as I've begun!
And give me work that's open to the sky;
Make me a partner of the wind and sun,

And I won't ask a life that's soę and high.

Make me as big and open as the plains;
As honest as the horse between my knees;

Clean as the wind that blows behind the rains;
Free as the hawk that circles down the breeze.

Just keep an eye on all that's done and said;
Just right me sometime when I turned aside;
And guide me on the long, dim trail ahead---

ćat's stretch upward towards the Great Divide.

Author Unknown



Ira T. “Pat” Howard, Jr., 96, of Miller, passed Friday, 
November 20, 2015 at the Good Samaritan Society in 
Miller.

Pat was born Dec 9, 1918 in Mason City, Iowa to Ira T. 
Howard, Sr. and Fredericka (Kurtz) Howard. Pat lived in 
Mason City for 6 years and moved with his family to 
Miller SD in 1925. He attended rural school in Hand 
County, graduating from the 8th grade. Pat was proud of 
being able to attend Aggie School at South Dakota State 
College in Brookings in 1932 & 1933.  He then returned to 
Miller and farmed with his father and brother, Alfred, until 
he married Beatrice (Babe) Lanz on Sept 10, 1941.  će 
couple farmed and ranched in the Miller area for 64 years 
and was blessed to have been married for 70 years. In 
addition to his love of farming and ranching, Pat placed a 
high value on education.  Although Pat didn’t have the 
opportunity to graduate from high school, he was proud of 
the fact that his sons and grandchildren were all college 
graduates.

Pat’s passions on the farm were keeping track of the 
cattle and crops. Even aęer being in the nursing home he 
loved a ride out to the farm so he could check how 
everything was progressing. Other than enjoying working 
in the great outdoors he enjoyed family, fellowship, food, 
ĕshing, hunting, reading, playing cards along with telling a 
few stories. He valued and respected his neighbors taking 
great pride in Greenleaf Township and the people that 
lived there. 

Grateful to have shared in Pat’s life are his two sons: 
Richard (Jane) Howard of Brookings and Terry (Marsha) 
Howard of Miller; ĕve grandchildren: Lorelle (Clayton) 
Deuter of Mitchell, Rachelle (Chris) Engbrecht of 
Brookings, Chris (Amy) Howard of Miller, Jacque 
(Jeremiah) Story of Silverdale, Washington, and Lance 
(Abigail) Howard of Brookings; seven great grandchildren: 
Jaden and Seth Deuter, Alana and Maya Howard, Natalie, 
Landon, and Madelyn Story, with an eighth on the way.

He was preceded in death by his wife: Beatrice (Babe) 
Howard; parents; two brothers: Harold and Alfred; and six 
sisters: Verla, Marie, Marion, Susie, Edythe, and Maxine.

će family request memorials be directed to the Hand 
County Hospital building fund, c/o Hand County Health, 
Wellness, & Community Foundation, PO Box 121, Miller, 
SD 57362.
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