
Rosary & Prayer Service:
6:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m., Monday, January 8, 2018
St. Joseph's Catholic Church - Wessington, S.D.

Funeral Mass:
10:00 a.m., Tuesday, January 9, 2018

St. Joseph's Catholic Church - Wessington, S.D.

Celebrant: Father Paul T. Josten

Casketbearers:
Grandsons & Grandsons-in-law

Justin Englert, Sean Caskey, Mitchell Lakner, 
Andrew Lakner, Zack Glaser, Paul Schaefers, Cory Jonet

Sons & Sons-in-law
James Lakner, JeČ Lakner, Ron Innes, 

Tim Englert, Paul Caskey, Bradley Cordts

Lectors: JeČ Lakner & ćeresa Lichty

Giębearers: JeČ & Myrna Lakner

Ushers: će Runge's

Musicians: Jonnie Zvonek & St. Joseph's Choir

Music Selections:
"Amazing Grace" , "će Old Rugged Cross"

"Be Not Afraid" , "Song of Farewell"
"Sing to the Mountains" , "On Eagle's Wings"

Interment:
St. Joseph's Catholic Cemetery - Wessington, S.D.

Stanlee Joseph Lakner
February 1, 1929 - January 5, 2018

In 

John 12:24
"Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain 

of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, 

it produces much fruit." 



Stanlee Lakner, 88, of Wessington, in the early 
morning hours of Friday, January 5, 2018, quietly 
slipped away to join his red haired, freckle faced girl for 
all eternity at the Good Samaritan Society, Miller.

Stanlee Joseph Lakner was born February 1, 1929 to 
John and Elizabeth (Wernsmann) Lakner on the family 
farm north of Wessington. He grew up there and 
attended Brown School through 8th grade. His high 
school years were spent at Wessington High School 
where he graduated in the spring of 1947. He was 
oČered the opportunity to go to college but opted to do 
what he loved most, and that was to be a farmer. On 
June 21, 1949 he married his red haired girl, Mary 
Anne Lichty at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Wessington. 

ćey honeymooned in the Black Hills and returned 
to their home on the Lakner farm and farming with his 
Dad and brother.  In 1957, he and Mary Anne made a 
decision to strike out on their own. With a big leap of 
faith and little money to spare, they purchased the 
“Sam McGirr” farm 3 1/2 miles north of Wessington. It 
proved to be a good decision and they went on to build 
a very successful farming operation. 

Stanlee was a lifelong active member of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus. All 
seven children attended Wessington schools. He and 
Mary Anne were loyal supporters of the school and all 
its activities. 

Aęer retiring from active farming, Stanlee and Mary 
Anne were blessed to enjoy many years of ĕshing and 
camping, as well as traveling to visit their children 
scattered all over the country. 

Stanlee is survived by his seven children; Kathleen 
(Ron) Innes, Oro Valley, AZ; Linda (Tim) Englert, 
Wadsworth, OH; Jim Lakner, Wessington; Joan (Paul) 
Caskey, Madison, WI; JeČ (Myrna) Lakner, 
Wessington, Lisa Medrano, San Antonio, TX, and 
Christine (Bradley) Cordts, Germantown, TN; thirteen 
grandchildren; seven great grandchildren; three sisters: 
Luane Lichty, Vivian Jones and Patricia Naber; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Mary Anne; 
parents John and Elizabeth; and two brothers, Roger 
and Clayton.

Arrangements Entrusted To
Reck Funeral Home - Miller, South Dakota

www.familyfuneralhome.net


