
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My day in the hills has 

come to an end, I know. 

A star has come out to 

tell me it’s time to go. 

But deep in the dark 

green shadows are 

voices that urge me to stay. 

So I pause and I wait 

and I listen for one more sound, 

for one more lovely thing 

the hills might say. 
 

     --Oscar Hammerstein II 

     The Sound of Music 
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Robert George Fawcett, 84, passed peacefully on May 24, 2019, at his home 

south of Ree Heights, South Dakota, overlooking the lush green hills and 

valley where he spent his entire life. 
 

On July 28, 1934, he was born in Miller, South Dakota, the third child of 

George and Johanna (Hasart) Fawcett.  Robert graduated from Miller High 

School in 1952 and married his high school sweetheart, Marjean Joanne Diede, 

on September 25, 1953 in Miller. 
 

Robert was a proud member of the Miller National Guard, rising to the 

rank of Lieutenant before retiring.  He was an avid pilot and enjoyed flying his 

Piper Club and small Cessna, along with sharing stories of his passion of flight.  

Robert was a strong supporter of 4-H.  He served as a leader of the West Hand 

Baby Beef 4-H Club for 20 years, served on the State 4-H Advisory Board and 

as a director of the 4-H Livestock Trust Fund for 30 plus years.  Bob worked at 

the S.D. State Fair as the Open Class Beef Superintendent for many years.  He 

and Marjean shared the days of the fair as their “yearly vacation”.  He enjoyed 

visiting with fellow cattlemen while at the fair and that was his way of relaxing 

after a summer of hard work at the ranch.  Robert took the 4-H motto, “To 

Make the Best Better”, to heart as the ranch grew.  The success of the ranch’s 

endeavors was always a source of pride and joy. 
 

Family was important to Robert.  He was also extremely proud of his 

grandchildren and was amazed by his grandchildren’s talents, travels, and 

accomplishments.  He was happiest with Marjean by his side in the Bronco 

checking the east pasture tagging calves.  Robert experienced a lifetime of 

change on the ranch and be embraced it all; from feeding hay with horses and 

sleds in the winter to GPS controlled tractors.  Robert was an active member of 

the community.  He was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Miller and 

held many leadership roles in local and state livestock associations. 
 

Grateful to have shared in Robert’s life are his children: daughter, Kim 

Marie (Bill) Priest of Sebetha, Kansas and their children: Kelly Priest (Michael 

Painter), Kerry Priest, Laura (Nate) Miller, and John (Trista) Priest; daughter, 

Peggy Lee (Steve) Busse of Rapid City and their children: Andrew Busse (Anna 

Anderson), William (Corissa) Busse, Adrian Busse (Matteo Bava), and Morgan 

Busse (Camilo Gonzalez); son, Keith Robert (Cheryl) Fawcett of Ree Heights 

and their children: Daniel Fawcett (Kyla Copeland), Matt Fawcett, Erin Fawcett 

(Adam Kaufman), and Kristin (Weston) Kusser; 14 great grandchildren; sister, 

Bernadine (Mark) Johnson of San Deigo, CA; sister-in-law: Mavonne (Linn) 

Neu; brothers-in-law: Marvin (Carolyn) Diede and Leo Istas; and numerous 

nieces and nephews. 
 

He was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Marjean in 2013; and two 

sisters: Thelma Novotny and Ellen Wheelhouse.  

 
 

Celebrating A Life 
 

RRoobbeerrtt  GGeeoorrggee  FFaawwcceetttt  
 

July 28, 1934 May 24, 2019 

Miller, South Dakota Ree Heights, South Dakota 
 

PPRRAAYYEERR  SSEERRVVIICCEE::  

7:00 p.m., Thursday, May 30, 2019 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Miller, South Dakota 
 

FFUUNNEERRAALL  SSEERRVVIICCEE::  

10:30 a.m., Friday, May 31, 2019 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Miller, South Dakota 
 

OOFFFFIICCIIAATTIINNGG::    Rev. Brian Jones  
 

PPAALLLLBBEEAARREERRSS::  

Daniel Fawcett Matt Fawcett Andrew Busse 

William Busse John Priest Weston Kusser 
 

HHOONNOORRAARRYY  PPAALLLLBBEEAARREERRSS::  

Wallace Johnson - Marvin Diede - Leo Istas,  

Linn Neu - Mark Johnson - Donnie Riemann 
 

UUSSHHEERRSS::    Dennis Fawcett,  

Kent Reimann, Arlen Harvey  
 

PPIIAANNIISSTT::    Jill Simpson  
 

VVOOCCAALLIISSTT::    Darcy Pugh, Kim Jensen,  

Lana Kopplin, Shaly Werdel  

“Hallelujah” – “Amazing Grace” 

“The Old Rugged Cross” 
 

CCOONNGGRREEGGAATTIIOONNAALL  HHYYMMNN::  

“Beautiful Savior” 
 

IINNTTEERRMMEENNTT::  

Morningside Cemetery 

Ree Heights, South Dakota 


