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Gary Dale Russell
August 21, 1953 - August 23, 2019

  "Unconditional love is a 
  sign of a gentle soul"
                                                         -Ashwan  Chhetri



Gary D. Russell, 66, of Miller, passed away 
Friday, August 23, 2019, surrounded by his 
family, at Avera McKennan Hospital in Sioux 
Falls.

Gary Dale was born August 21, 1953 at 
Jackson, Michigan to William “Bill” and 
Beverly Mae (Rickard) Russell.  His family 
moved around; eventually settling in Miller 
where Gary graduated from Miller 
Highschool in 1971.  Gary married Vicky Lanz 
at Stirling, Colorado on June 11, 1971.  Gary 
enlisted in the United States Army at Fort 
Carson and their first child, Jennifer Ann, 
was born at Fort Carson on March 5, 1973. 

Gary and Vicky lived in Fort Carson, CO 
and then moved to Mannheim, Germany  
along with their one year old daughter, 
Jennifer, where Gary served in the Vietnam 
War for three years before returning back 
to the states.  Gary and Vicky moved a 
number of times and he held different jobs.  
Their second child, Mason Lanz was born on 
May 2, 1979 in Miller.  The family enjoyed being 
back in Miller around family and friends.  
Gary and Vicky lived in the same house for 30 
years before moving to the farm near St. 
Lawrence.  

Gary loved his family and cherished his 
pets.  Gary and Vicky were always together, 
holding hands.  They were a pair that 
belonged together.  He was always busy 
working on projects whether it was 
working on the home renovation, yard 
work or wood working.  Gary’s “man cave” 
was very organized and meticulous.  For 36 
years, Gary worked at Tucker’s SuperValu.  If 
you ever shopped at the store, you knew 
Gary for sure.  He was known for his gentle 
personality.

Gary leaves his loving wife, Vicky, of 48 
years; his children: Jennifer (Don) Herman of 
Miller, and Mason (Jaime) Russell of Miller; 
grandchildren: Shelby (Wade) Werdel of 
Miller, Haydn Herman (Brooke), Keeley 
Herman, Hunter Russell, Gage Russell, and

Preslie Russell; two great grandsons: Rayne 
and Rowen Werdel; sisters: Linda (Steve) Ziegler 
of Miller, Frances (Jerry) Alumbaugh of Pierre, 
and Michelle (Robert) Hopper of Pierre; 
parents-in-law: David and Eleanor Lanz; 
sisters-in-law: Brenda (Daryl) Dedman and 
Leanna (Dale) Resel; nephews: Heath, Jeff, and 
Matthew “Todd” Ziegler; Clint and 
Christopher Alumbaugh; Charlie, Lenny, and 
Rob Hopper; Ryan (Padyn) Resel, Mick (Crystal) 
Resel; nieces: Elizabeth, Laura, and Anna 
Hopper, Trish (Scott) Teason, Kierston (Walter) 
Blake, Darcy Onaindia, Torie Wamser; Anna 
(Junior) Black; and many friends and co-
workers. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; 
and nephew, David Engle.


