
I STOOD WATCHING AS 
THE LITTLE SHIP SAILED OUT TO SEA.

THE SETTING SUN TINTED ITS 
WHITE SAILS WITH GOLDEN LIGHT.

AND AS IT DISAPPEARED FROM VIEW A 
VOICE AT MY SIDE WHISPERED….SHE IS GONE.

BUT THE SEA WAS A NARROW ONE, 
AND ON THE FURTHEST SHORE A LITTLE

BAND OF FRIENDS HAD GATHERED 
TO WATCH IN HAPPY EXPECTATION.

SUDDENLY THEY CAUGHT THE SIGHT OF THE 
TINY SAIL AND AT THAT VERY

MOMENT WHEN MY COMPANION 
HAD WHISPERED SHE IS GONE, A SHOUT

WENT UP IN JOYOUS WELCOME
WITH THE WORDS…..

YES! HERE SHE COMES!
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Jane “Janie” LuAnn (Leckner) Engelmann, 67, 
of Aberdeen and formerly of Miller, passed 
away Sunday, July 4, 2021, surrounded by 
family and dogs at her daughters' home in 
Rosemount, MN after a courageous battle 
with lung cancer.

Janie was born August 27, 1953, to Robert 
(Bob) and Dorothy Leckner in Miller, SD.  Janie 
attended school in Miller for the full twelve 
years, graduating in 1971. She enrolled at SDSU 
for one year before going to nursing school, 
graduating as an LPN.  She was united in 
marriage to Gene Engelmann in 1974, and had 
two children, Shawn and Ashley. She worked 
in Miller at the hospital until early 1985 when 
the family moved to Aberdeen, SD. While 
working full time, Janie advanced her nursing 
career, getting her bachelors RN degree. Janie 
absolutely loved nursing and it showed with 
respect from doctors, co-workers, and 
patients with whom many lasting friendships 
still remain. She worked, 5rst, at Dakota 
Midland Hospital and later transferred to St. 
Luke’s, both in Aberdeen. While at St. Luke’s, she 
worked in the oncology and urology 
departments before moving to critical care 
PACU for nearly 40 years, retiring in 2015.

Janie enjoyed traveling, meeting new people, 
attending concerts, entertaining friends and 
family, cooking and spoiling her grandson. Her 
greatest obsession was dogs, any dogs, all dogs. 
On her 60th birthday Janie and Gene went to 
the Best Friends Society in Kanab, Utah to 
volunteer work services for rescue dogs. There 
was always at least one dog in the house with 
(at one time seven), several being rescue dogs. 
Never a limit and always an open invitation.

Grateful for having shared Janie’s life are her 
husband of 47 years, Gene; her son, Shawn 
(Andrea) Engelmann; her daughter, Ashley 
(Krishna) Singh and their son Bodhi; and 
siblings: Jim (Connie) Leckner and Bobbi (Gary) 
Larson, and all her beloved nieces and nephews 
and their families.

Janie is preceded in death by her parents: Bob 
and Dorothy; infant grandchild, Emery 
Engelmann; and nephews: James Leckner, Chet 
and Todd Danburg.


