
Visitation, Wake Service, & Rosary:
5:00 - 7:00 p.m., Visitation

7:00 p.m., Wake Service & Rosary
Monday, June 3, 2024

Cathedral of St. Joseph - Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Celebrant: Father Mark Lichter

Lector: Father Bill Hamak

Speakers: Father Don Wagner
Father Jeff Laible

Funeral Mass:
11:00 a.m., Wednesday, June 5, 2024

St. Ann's Catholic Church - Miller, South Dakota

Celebrant: Bishop Donald E. DeGrood

Altar Servers: Kellan & Chase Hurd

Cantor: Mike Wetz

Musicians: Connie Schroeder, 
St. Ann's Choir, Annie Fulton

Funeral Mass Lectors: Michael & Thomas Josten

Pallbearers: Stephen Josten, 
Michael Josten, Jeffrey Josten, Thomas Josten, 

Russell Husman, Richard Barnett

Placing of Pall: Stephen Josten,
Carol Husman, Michael Josten, Jeffrey Josten,

Thomas Josten, Amy Barnett

Presentation of Gifts: DeAnn Beckett,
Lori Peterka, Susi Odden

Musical Hymns: "Receive Your Servant" 
"Amazing Grace" - "The Summons"

"You Are Mine" - "Ave Marie"
"Song of Farewell" - "How Great Thou Art"

Burial: St. Ann's Catholic Cemetery
Miller, South Dakota

ATTITUDE

There once was a woman who woke up one 
morning, looked in the mirror, and noticed she 

had only three hairs on her head. "Well," she said, 
"I think I'll braid my hair today." So she did; and 

she had a wonderful day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror, 
and saw that she had only two hairs on her head. 
"H-M-M," she said, "I think I'll part my hair down 

the middle today."  So she did; and she had a 
grand day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror 
and noticed that she had only one hair on her 

head.  "Well," she said, "today I'm going to wear 
my hair in a ponytail." So she did; and she had a 

fun, fun day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror 
and noticed that there wasn't a single hair on her 
head.  "YEA!" she exclaimed, "I don't have to fix 

my hair today!"

Attitude is everything-
Be kinder than necessary,

For everyone you meet is fighting
some kind of battle.

Live simply, Love generously, 
Care deeply, Speak kindly...
And leave the rest to God!

Father Paul T. Josten
December 20, 1959

May 24, 2024



Pastorate #3, serving the parishes in Miller, 
Highmore, Polo, Redfield, Mellette, and Faulkton, SD.

Fr. Paul was known for his ability to bring people 
together, and ability to fundraise for several parish 
projects throughout his ministry.  This included 
projects in Platte, in Parkston, and the completion of 
the Parish Hall, Education Wing and Main Kitchen at 
St. Ann’s in Miller, SD.  He was loved by his 
parishioners for his incredible sense of humor and 
his ability to relate to all ages in his ministry.

Fr. Paul will be remembered for all the events that 
he coordinated to create fun and fellowship.  These 
events included bus trips to the Chanhassen Dinner 
Theater, a bus trip to Galena Illinois and the 
Sinsinawa Dominican Convent Motherhouse. A 
favorite stop for Fr. Paul was at the “World Famous” 
SPAM Museum in Austin, MN. He also coordinated 
annual bus trips to “Christmas at the Cathedral”, with 
current and past members of his parishes attending.  
He entertained the participants with song and 
laughter. Fr. Paul also had celebrations for 
Groundhog Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Valentine’s Day and 
for any other reason to celebrate and have fun.  Fr. 
Paul also brought the priests of the diocese together 
by hosting the annual Labor Day Gathering for 
Priests at The Abbey of the Hills (formerly Blue Cloud 
Abbey).  A tradition started by Fr. Paul, and one he 
hopes will continue for many years, is the annual 
“Party in the Park” in Miller, SD. It was his hope to 
bring people together from the whole community, 
Catholic folk and non-Catholic folk, city folk and 
country folk, older folks and younger folks.  Anyone 
and everyone coming together as one community 
sharing friendship, food, and fun.

Reverend Paul T. Josten, 64, of Miller, SD, died the 
morning of Friday, May 24, 2024, at the home of his 
brother, Tom, where he had been receiving home 
hospice care for pancreatic cancer.  He was 
surrounded by his loving family when he passed to 
eternal life. 

Paul Thomas Josten was born on December 20, 
1959, in Sioux Falls, SD. He was the sixth child of Frank 
and Irene (Huebner) Josten.  He attended Cathedral 
Grade School and graduated from Sioux Falls 
O’Gorman High School in 1978.  Upon graduation 
from high school, he attended St. John’s University in 
Collegeville, MN for two years.  From there, he went to 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary-St. Mary’s College 
in Winona, MN, graduating in 1983. Upon graduation, 
he attended Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, MD, graduating with a Master of 
Theology in 1987.

On May 17, 1986, Paul was ordained Transitional 
Deacon at the Cathedral of St. Joseph and spent the 
summer at Sacred Heart Parish in Yankton, SD.  
Reverend Mr. Paul T. Josten was ordained to the 
priesthood on May 29, 1987 by Bishop Paul V. Dudley 
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph.  Following his 
ordination, he was assigned to Holy Family Parish in 
Mitchell, SD as Associate Pastor and served there from 
1987-1989. He had a 2nd tour as an Associate Pastor, 
serving at Sacred Heart Parish in Yankton, SD. Bishop 
Dudley appointed him Pastor of St. Dominic Parish in 
Canton and St. Edward Parish in Worthing. From there 
he went on to serve as the Pastor of the parishes in 
Bowdle, Roscoe, Hosmer; Platte and Geddes; Parkston; 
St. Benedict Parish in Yankton; Howard, Ramona, 
Epiphany; Miller and Highmore. At the time of his 
passing, he was serving as the Parochial Vicar of 

Above all, Fr. Paul was known for his love for and 
dedication to God and the Catholic Faith. Whenever he 
was asked why he became a priest, Fr. Paul always 
gave two reasons, 1) Because he felt called by God and 
2) Because he wanted to do something radically 
different for God and His Church.

Fr. Paul is survived by his siblings, Stephen, Omaha, 
NE; Carol (Russell) Husman, Omaha, NE; Michael 
(Joye), Bozeman, MT; Jeffrey (Anita) Gower, MO; 
Thomas (DeeDee) Sioux Falls; Amy (Richard) Barnett, 
Sioux Falls; and many nieces, nephews, great nieces 
and nephews, aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Fr. Paul is preceded in death by his parents, Frank 
and Irene, and by his brother, David, and David’s wife, 
Patricia.

As noted, Paul became Fr. Paul out of his desire to 
do and to be something radically different for God and 
His Church. Goal accomplished? God is the judge. 
Were one to ask Fr. Paul about his life, perhaps Fr. Paul 
would quote this line from a John Denver song, “I’d 
have to say it now, it’s been a good life all in all.” 
Indeed. Fr. Paul T. Josten – May he Rest in Peace –
Amen.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be directed to the 
Frank and Irene Josten Family Legacy Endowment 
Fund for the Catholic Community Foundation for 
Eastern South Dakota (CCFESD), 523 N. Duluth Ave, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104, ccfesd.org.

Arrangements Entrusted To
Reck Funeral Home - Miller, South Dakota

www.familyfuneralhome.net


