
FUNERAL SERVICE
10:00 a.m., Saturday, January 17, 2026

Reck Funeral Home
Miller, South Dakota

MINISTER
Pastor Robert Brooks

CASKET BEARERS
Billy Jack Hughes, Jason Keller, 

Jeff Hughes, Josh Pechacek,
 Jesse Hughes, Casey Jack Hughes

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS
All Jack’s Grandchildren 
and Great Grandchildren

MUSICAL SELECTIONS

 “Daddy’s Hands”
“Go Rest High on That Mountain”

“Amazing Grace”

BURIAL
G.A.R. Cemetery

Miller, South Dakota

Following the burial, the family
invites everyone to join them at

Turtle Creek in Miller.

Jack L. Hughes
April 13, 1929 - January 13, 2026

GOD MADE A FARMER
And on the 8th day, God looked down 

on His planned paradise and said, 
"I need a caretaker."

So God made
A FARMER

God said, "I need somebody willing to get up
before dawn, milk cows, work all day 

in the fields and milk cows again.
I need somebody with arms strong enough to rustle 

a calf and yet gentle enough to deliver his own 
grandchild. I need somebody who’ll bale a family 
together with the soft strong bonds of sharing, 
who will laugh and then sigh, and then reply, with 
smiling eyes, when his son says that he wants to 

spend his life ‘doing what dad does’.”

So God made
A FARMER.



Jack L. Hughes, 96 of Miller, passed away of natural 
causes, Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at Good Samaritan 
Society, Miller, SD. 

Jackie Lee Hughes, simply known as Jack to all 
who loved him, was a devoted husband, father, 
grandfather, and great grandfather whose easy smile 
and gentle humor could brighten any room. He was 
born, April 13, 1929, in his Wald grandparents’ home 
seven miles west of Pond Creek, OK. Jack was the son 
of William and Ova (Wald) Hughes. He grew up with a 
strong work ethic and a practical sense of purpose that 
guided him throughout his life. 

On December 31, 1949, Jack married the love of his 
life, Leona Maxwell. They were married 68 years until 
she passed in 2018. Their marriage, built on steadfast 
devotion and shared determination, was the foundation 
of a family that remained the pride of Jack’s life. 

Jack’s great grandparents were settlers in Oklahoma 
and acquired their homestead through the Cherokee 
strip land rush on September 16, 1893. They settled 
near Pond Creek, OK. Jack was proud of his southern 
heritage and never lost his slow southern drawl. He 
grew up in Jet, OK attended school there before 
graduating from Jet High School with the class of 1947. 

A man of several trades, Jack was a butcher, custom 
combiner, and a farmer; roles that perfectly fit his 
capable hands and tireless spirit. He knew every 
highway in the United States, or at least it seemed that 
way, and he traveled most of them during his years on 
the custom combining trail. The long roads, wide fields, 
and open skies became part of his story, and he loved to 
share that world with his family, all working together. 
Whether fixing machinery, harvesting under hot 
summer suns, or cutting meat with a craftsman’s care, 
Jack brought diligence and pride to every day’s 

So God made
A FARMER.

work. His love of farming is what brought him to South 
Dakota. He bought a farm big enough to fulfill his dream 
of farming with his sons. Jack also grew up with horses. 
He was an avid horseman. He always had horses for 
himself and his family to ride.   

Jack will be remembered for his ready grin and his 
ability to make people smile, no matter the circumstance. 
He was a hard worker who believed in showing up, doing 
the job right, and loving his family above all. He 
cherished time spent with his children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and the youngest additions to the 
family, and took great joy in watching each new 
generation grow. 

Jack is survived by his children: Bill (Tonna) Hughes, 
Ree Heights, Jackie (Jim) Keller, Trail City, John (Betty) 
Hughes, Whitewood, and Brenda (Ron) Pechacek, 
Burnet, TX; 14 grandchildren; 38 great-grandchildren; 
and three great-great grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Leona 
(Maxwell) Hughes; parents: William and Ova (Wald) 
Hughes; and one sister, Connie Borgeous. 

In honoring Jack’s life, his family and friends 
remember a man who worked hard, loved deeply, and 
found beauty along the roads he traveled. May his 
memory be a blessing and his legacy continue in the lives 
he touched.

Arrangements Entrusted To
Reck Funeral Home - Miller, S.D.

www.luceluzereck.com


